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ABSTRACT 

This report draws together statistics from various 
sources to provide the user with a convenient and comprehensive 
portrayal of trends in the incidence of female family headship. Data 
are presented on the social and economic characteristics of women who 
head families and, in general, the conditions in which these wgmen 
and the members of their families live. The estimates in this report 
for 1973 and some of those for 1960 and 1970 are based on data 
obtained in the current population survey of the Bureau of the 
Census, The present sample is spread over 461 cities comprising 923 
counties and independent cities with coverage in each of the 50 
states and the District of Columbia, Some of the highlights involving 
female heads and the members of their families featured in the main 
part of the text include: Since 1960 there has teen a 10 percent 
increase in the number of white female family heads and a 35 percent 
increase in the number of Negro female family heads. Between 1960 and 
1973 the median age of women who jieaded families declined by about 
five years, with Negro family heads now about nine years younger than 
their white counterparts. There has been an increase in the 
proportion of female heads who are divorced, separated, or single and 
a decline in those who were widowed, (Author/JM) 
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FEMALE FAMILY HEADS 



INTR0I3UCTI0N 

The number of women in the United States 
who are heads of their own families has in- 
creased by ubout 2 A million since 1955. This 
number rose from 4.2 million in 1^:^55 to 6.6 
million in 1973. Moreover, the increase during 
the first third of the 1970's (1.0 million) has 
been nearly equal to the increase during the 
entire decade of the 1960*s (1.1 million). 

This very rapid increase, over the last sev- 
eral years, has fostered a crowing concern 
among social scientists and government plan- 
ners regarding changes in family structure and 
composition. Much has been written, usualK 
speculative in nature, about the general break- 
down of family living arrangements in the United 
States. Theories range from the position that 
a basic transformation in the structure of the 
institution of the family is occurring to the 
position that recent changes are only momentary 
and the structure of the nuclear family, as we 
now know it, will be maintained. However, 
although not all questions stimulated by the re- 
cent rise in female family headship can be 
adequately answered, it is important to closely 
inspect existing data to- -identify the problems 
that confront these families affecting their social 
and economic well-being; determine the potential 
impact on society that would attend a continua- 
tion of the growth of these families; and isolate 
specific areas that need further investigation and 
research in order to more fully understand 
the implications of this increase. 

This report draws together statistics from 
various sources to provide the user with a 
convenient and comprehensive portrayal of trends 
in the incidence of female family headship. 
Data are presented on the social and economic 
characteristics of women who head families and, 
in general, the conditions in which these >vomen 
and the members of their families live. The 
report does not specifically attempt to deal 
with causative factors involved with the pro- 
portional increase in the number of women who 
head families because necessary empirical data 
on causation are lacking. Nevertheless, causation 
may be discussed in an inferential manner by 
viewing the chaiigingdemographic characteristics 
of female family heads. 



For example, the fact that female family heads 
are younger, on the average, than in the past 
may be explained only in part by the changing 
age distribution of the population. What else 
can be cited as relevant causal variables? Migh 
rates of marital dissolution through divorce and 
separation certainly have had an impact on the 
growth of female heads. But, there has also been 
an increase in the number of female heads who 
are single which may be due in part to the re- 
tention of illegitimate children by their mothers 
and also to the liberalization of adoption pro- 
cedures whereby single persons may now adopt 
children. Another important factor to be con- 
sidered is the increased participation of women 
in the labor force, T!ie availability of better 
and wider choices of jobs has led to increased 
economic independence among many women thus 
making it easier for them to maintain their own 
families on a self-sufficient basis. 

Other factors possibly related to this growth 
are the increased availability of public assistance 
programs as well as ihe changing attitude toward 
independent living among women today. 

In 1973 black women represented 28 percent 
of all female family heads and fully 35 percent 
of all black families. This situation has sti- 
mulated some speculation as to the extent to 
which the census undercounts for black men 
may have caused the estimate of black female 
family heads to appear larger than it really is. 
llowever, it is difficult to approach this par- 
ticular problem from any definitive standpoint, 
simply because there is no way of determining 
the family relationship of these "missing men." 

Moreover, many other related variables have 
possible degrees of influence in terms of their 
causal relationship to the rise in female family 
heads. 

Some of the highlights involving female heads 
and the members of their families featured in 
the main part of the text include: Since I960 
there has been a 10 percent increase in the 
^number of white female family heads and a 35 
percent increase in the number of Negro female 
family heads; between I960 and 1973 the median 
age of women who headed families declined by 
about 5 years, with Negro family heads now about 
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9 years younger than their white counterparts; 
there has been an increase in the proportion of 
female heads who were divorced, separated or 
single and a decline in those who were widowed; 
since 1970 the average size of these families 
has declined after it rose during the decade of 
1^)60*8; in 1^)73 a higher proportion of children 
under 18 years old lived with their mothers only 
than ever before, about 10 percent of white 
children and 38 percent of Negro children; 
women who headed families in 1^73 reported 
higher levels of educational attainment than in 
the past; most female-headed families lived in 
metropolitan areas in 1973; even though their 
incomes have risen since 1960, the differential 
between the incomes of yll families and the in- 
comes of female-headed families has not declined; 
about 78 percentof the families headed by a woman 
had earnings of some kind in 1969; 38 percent 
of all persons living in families headed by a 
woman were below the low- income level in 1972, 
a decline since 1960; and, about one-half of the 
women who headed families in 1970 were home 
owners with v56 percent of the whites and 30 
percent of the Negroes as owners. 



SOURCE OF THE DATA 

The focus in this report is on trends in fe- 
male family headship between 1960 and 1973. 
Most tables show data for years 1973, 1970, and 
I960. However, certain tables show data for only 
sin^2;le points in time since comparable estimates 
were not available for years either preceding or 
following that date. Data are generally presented 
for all races, whites, and Negroes. With the 
exception of table 3, the data shown for Negroes 
for dates earlier than 1968 are actually estimates 
of the total nonwhite population. In most cases, 
in order to present a consistent time series, the 
estimates were derived from Current Population 
Survey data. However, some detailed estimates 
wi^rc available only from decennial census publi- 
cations or publications from other sources. 
Because of the necessity of using alternative 
data sources, the estimates of total female family 
heads for the same poin': in time may differ 
slightly from table to table. For the user's 
convenience a complete list of the source ref- 
erences for each table is given in the section 
"References for Tables." 



SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF 
THE ESTIMATES 

Source of data . The estimates in this report 
for 1973 and some of those for I960 and 1970 
(see references for tabjes) are based on data 



obtained in the Current Population Survey (CPS) 
of the Bureau of the Census. The nresent 
sample is spread over 461 areas comprising 
923 counties and independent cities with coverage 
in each of the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. Approximately 47,000 occupied house- 
holds are eligible for interview each month. 
Of this number 2,000 occupied units, on the 
average, are visited but interviews are not 
obtained because the occupants are not found 
at home after repeated calls or are unavailable 
for some other reason. In addition to the 
47,000, there are also about 8,000 sample units 
in an average month which are visited but are 
found to be vacant or otherwise not to be in- 
terviewed. 

Between January 1967 and July 1972 the sample 
was spread over 449 areas comprising 863 
counties and independent cities with coverage 
in each of the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. Approximately 47,000 occupied house- 
holds were eligible for interview each month. 

In 1960, the sample was spread over 330 
areas comprising 638 counties and independent 
cities with coverage in the then 48 States and 
the District of Columbia. Approximately 35,000 
occupied households were eligible for interview 
each month. 

The remaining estimates for I960 and 1970 
are based on data obtained in the 1960 and 1970 
Censuses of Population, respectively. For further 
information, see the publications listed in 
References for Tables. 

The estimating procedure used in this survey 
involved the inflation of the weighted sample 
results to independent estimates of the civilian 
noninstitutional population of the United States 
by age, race, and sex. These independent estimates 
were based on statistics from the I960 and 1970 
Censuses of Population; statistics of births, 
deaths, immigration and emigration; and sta- 
tistics on the strength of the Armed Forces. 

Reliability of the estimates. Since the 
estimates are based on a sample, they may 
differ somewhat from the figures that would 
have been obtained if a complete census had 
been taken using the same schedules, instructions 
and enumerators. As in any survey work, the 
results are subject to errors of response and 
of reporting, as well as being subject to sampling 
variability. 

The standard error is primarily a measure 
of sampling variability, that is, of the variations 
that occur by chance because a sample rather 
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than the whole of the population is surveyed. 
As calculated for this report, the standard 
error also partially measures the effect of 
response and enumeration errors, but it does 
not measure any systematic biases in the>data. 
The chances are about 68 out of 100 thai an 
estimate from the sample would differ from a 
complete census figure by less than the standar:'. 
error. The chances are about 90 out of 100 
that this difference would be less than i.6 
times the standard error, and the chances are 
about 95 out of 100 that the difference would 
be less than twice the standard error. 

All statements of comparison appearing in 
the text are significant at a 1.6 standard error 
level or better, and most are significant at 
a level of more than 2.0 standard errors. This 
means that for most differences cited in the 
text, the estimated difference is greater than 
twice the standard error of the difference. 
Statements of comparison qualified in some way 
(e.g., by use of the phrase, "some evidence") 
have a level of significance between 1.6 and 
2.0 standard errors. 

The figures presented in tables A and B 
are approximations to the standard errors of 
various estimates shown in this report. In 
order to derive standard .Terrors that would 
be applicable to a wide variety of items and 
could be prepared at a moderate cost, a number 
of approximations were required. As a result, 
the tables of standard errors provide an in- 
dication of the order of magnitude, rather than 
the precise standard error for any specific 
item. Table A contains the standard errors 



of estimates of the number of families, households, 
or unrelated individuals. Table A is used for 
items which can typicaJJy appear only once in 
a given household, e.g., "Number of household 
heads," or "Number of female household heads." 



Table A. Standard Errors of Family, Household, or 
Unrelated Individual Estimates, 1973 

cUnncos out of 100) 



Size of 


Standard 


Size of 


Standard 


estimate 


error 


estimate 


error 




5,200 


1,000,000. .c . 


3 6,000 




6, '100 


2,500,000 


57,000 




7,300 


5,000,000. . . - 


79,000 




8,200 


10,000,000. . . 


107,000 




12,000 


25,000,000. . . 


1^7,000 




18,000 


50,000,000. . . 


13 9,000 


500,000. 


26,000 







Note: To estimate standard errors for CPS data 
for 1960, multiply these standard errors by 1.2o 



Table B gives the srandard errors of estimated 
percentages of families, households, or unrelated 
individuals. The reliability of an estimated 
percentage, computed by using sample data for 
both numerator and denominator depends upon 
both the size of the percentage and the size 
of the total upon which the percentage is based. 
Estimated percentages are relatively more re- 
liable than the corresponding estimates of the 
numerators of the percentages, particularly if 
the percentages are 50 percent or more. 



Table B. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages of Families, Households, or Unrelated 

Individuals, 1973 



(68 chances out of 100) 



Estimated 






Base 


of est imatod percentay;os 


, thousands ) 






percentages 


50 


100 


250 


500 


1 ,000 


2,500 


5 ,000 


10,000 


25,000 


50,000 




1 .6 


1.2 


0.7 


0.5 


0.4 


0.2 


0.2 


0.12 


0.07 


0.05 




2.3 


] .6 


1.0 


0.7 


0.5 


0.3 


0.2 


0.2 


0.1 


0.07 




3.6 


2.5 


1.6 


1.1 


0.8 


0.5 


0.4 


0.3 


0.2 


0.11 


10 or 90 


•1.9 


3.5 


2.2 


1.6 


1 . 1 


0.7 


0.5 


0.3 


0.2 


0.2 


15 or 85 


5.9 


4 . 1 


2.6 


1.9 


1.3 


0.8 


0.6 


0.4 


0.3 


0.2 


20 or 80 


6.6 


A, 6 


2.9 


2.1 


1.5 


0.9 . 


0.7 


0.5 


0.3 


0.2 




7.1 


5.0 


3.2 


2.2 


1.6 


1.0 


0.7 


0.5 


0.3 


0.2 


35 or 63 


7.8 


5.5 


3.5 


2.5 


1.7 


1.1 


0.8 


0.6 


0.3 


0.2 




B.2 


5.8 


3.7 


2.6 


1.8 


1.2 


0.8 


0.6 


0.4 


0.3 



Note: To estimate standard errors for CPS data for 1955-1960, multiply these standard errors by 
1.2, 



1^ Q 

ERIC 



4 



Sampling ci'rors of most data from the 5-, 
15-, and 20-percent samples of the decennial 
censuses shown in this report are small enough 
to be disregarded and the standard errors of 
these data are nor. provided. These standard 
errors may be found in the appropriate census 
volumes. However, it should be remembered 
that data obtained from the Current Population 
Surveys and the Decennial Censuses are not 
entirely comparable. This is due in large 
part to differences in interviewer training and 
experience and in the differing survey processes. 
This is an additional component of error not 
reflected in the standard error tables. Therefore, 
caution should be used in comparing results 
between these different sources. 

Note when using small estimates . Percentage 
distributions are sliown in this report only when 
the base of the percentage is greater than 75,000. 
Because of the large standard errors involved, 
there is little chance that percentages would 
reveal useful information when computed on a 
smaller base. listimated totals are shown, 
however, even though the relative standard errors 
of these totals are larger than those for the 
corresponding percentages. These smaller 
estimates are provided primarily to permit 
such combinations of the categories as serve 
each user's needs. 

Illustration of the use of tables of standard 
errors. Table i of this report shows that 
there were 48,447,000 white families in 1973. 
Table A shows the standard error on an estimate 
of this size to be approximately 139,000. The 
chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate 
would have been a figuredifferingfrom a complete 
census figure by less than 139,000. The chances 
are 95 out of 100 that the estimate would have 
differed from a complete census figure by less 
than 278,000. 

Of these 48.447,000 white families, there 
were 4,67 2,000, or 9.6 percent families with 
female heads in 1973. Table B shows the 
standard error of 9.6 percent on a base of 
48,447,000 to be approximately 0.2 percent. 
Consequently, chances are 68 out of lOU that 
the estimated 9.6 percent would be within 0.2 
percentage points of a complete census figure, 
and chances are 95 out of 100 that the estimate 
would be within 0.4 percentage points of a census 
figure; i.e., this 95 percent confidence interval 
would be from 9.2 to 10.0 percent. 



considered fieparately. This formula will rep- 
resent the actua3 standard error quite accurately 
for the difference between two estimates of the 
same cliaracteristic in two different areas, or 
for the difference between separate and 
uncor related characteristics in the same area. 
If, however,, there is a high positive correlation 
between :he two characteriistics, the formula 
will overestimate tlie true standard error. 

illustration of the computation of the standard 
error of a d i f f e r e n c e . Table 1 of this report 
shows that in 1973, of an estimated 5,265,000 
Negro families, 1,822,000, or 34,6 percent were 
families with female heads. 'Thus, the apparent 
difference in the percentage of families with 
white female heads and families with Negro 
female heads is 25.0 percent. The standard 
error of 9.6 percent of white families is 0.2 
percent, as shown above. Table B shows the 
standard error on an estimate of 34.6 percent 
on a bast; of 5,265,000 to be approximately 0.8 
percent. The standard error of t he estimated 

difference of 25,0 percent is about\/(.2)'^ (.8)*^ = 
0.8 percent. This means the chances are 68 
out of 100 that the estimated difference based 
on the samples would differ from the change 
derived using complete census figures by less 
than O.S percentage points. 'The 68 percent 
confidence interval around the 25.0 percent 
difference is 24.2 to 25,8, i.e,, 25.0 ± .8, 
A conclusion that the average estimate of the 
change derived from all possible samples lies 
within a range .computed in this way would 
be correct for roughly 68 percent of all possible 
samples. 'The 95 percent confidence interval 
is 23.4 to 26.6 and thus we can conclude with 
95 percent confidence that the percentage of 
Negro families with female heads in 1973 is 
actually greater than the percentage of white 
families with female heads in 1973. 

Medians , The sampling variability of an 
estimated median depends upon the form as 
well as on the size of the distribution from 
which the median is determined. An approximate 
method for measuring the reliability of a median 
is to determine an interval about the estimated 
median, such that there is a stated degree 
of confidence that the median baced on a complete 
census lies within the interval. The following 
procedure may be used to estimate confidence 
limits of a median based on sample data: 



Differences . For a difference between two 
sample estimates, the standard error is approx- 
imately equal to the square root of the sum of 
the squares of the standard errors of each estimate 

! 



1. From table 13 determine the standard 
error of a 50 percent characteristic, using 
the appropriate base; 

2. *;Adci to and subtract from 50 percent the 
" " s|:and?rd error determined in step (1); 
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3. Using the distribucion of the characteristic, 
read off the confidence interval corresponding 
to the two points established in step (2). 

A two standard ei*ror confidence interval may 
be determined by finding the values corresponding 
to 50 percent plus and minus twice the standard 
error determined in step (i). 



Illustration of the c <jnTputatian of the standard 
error of a medi an. TaUTe H shows that the 
median income fo~families headed by a woman 
in 1972 was :?5,342. The size, or base, of 
the distribution from which this median was 
determined is 6,607,000 female family heads. 

1, Table B shows that the standard error 
of 50 percent on a base of 6,607,000 is about 
0.7 percent. 

2. *I*o obtain a two standard error con- 
fidence interval on the estimated median, in- 
itially add to and subtract from 50 percent 



twice the standard error found in step (1), 
Phis yields percentage limits of 48.6 and 51.4. 

3. From table 11 it can be seen the 47.3 
percent of all female headed fam ilies had incomes 
of S5,000 or under and an additional 8.2 percent 
was in !he next interval of income ($5,000 to 
S5,99')). l.3y linear interpolation the lower limit 
on the estimate is found to be about: 



48.6^-47.3 ^ jj^^QQj^ ^ ^-^QQQ ^ ^.^^.^^ 



Similarly, the upper limit may be found by linear 
interpolation to be about: 

^^•^ "/J-^ - X $1,000 + $5,000 = $5,500 

Thus, the 95 percent confide ice interval ranges 
from $5,159 to S5,500. 



6 



I. GROWTH 



Oil ring the last two decades there has been a 
rapid growth in tlie number of families in the 
United States headed by women. During the en- 
tire l>KiO to 1970 decade the number of these 
families increased by about one million and 
during the first third of the 1970's the number 
has again increased by one million. 



Between 1955 and 1973 the number of families 
in the United States headed by a woman increased 
by 56 percent, from 4.2 million in 1955 to 6.6 
million in 1»7:3. During the same period total 
families in the United States increased by 30 
percent. White women in D)73 made up 71 
percent of all female family heads while Negro 
women comprised 28 percent of female heads, 
llowever, white faniiTlies with female heads as a 



proportion of all white families in 1973 was 
10 percent while Negro families with female 
heads represented 35 percent of all Negro 
families.^ Moreover, of the 2.4 million increase 
in all female-headed families since 1955, about 
one million, or 44 percent, were Negro families. 
Data on women of Spanish origin, available only 
since 1*^70, show that between 1970 and 1973 
the percent of female heads to total families re- 
mained at a constant level of about 17 percent. 



* Prc'liminai'v results from the March 197'1 Cur- 
rent Population Survey show that no statistically 
sif^niTicant increase in these proportions nc- 
currod between 1973 and 19?^. However, whether 
this jjor tends n future decline ov level in j^: off of 
the incidence of female family headship remains 
to be seen. 



Table 1. FEMALE FAMILY HEADS AS PROPORTION OF ALL FAMILIES BY RACE AND 

SPANISH ORIGIN: 1955 TO 1973 



(Numbers in thouyiincis) 



liiicv. orii^irt. attfl sex of head 


]V73 


1972 


1971 


1970 


1969 


1 968 


1965 


1960 


1955 


Purcfni of all families 


G . 607 
12.2 


G ,191 
11.6 


51 ,n-iK 

5,950 
11 . 5 


5 I , 237 
5 .580 
10.9 


50.510 
5 .139 
10.8 


\9 . S3'» 
;5 .333 


■17.836 
5 . 006 
10.5 


45 ,062 
•I .191 
10.0 


•11.93.1 
•1 , 225 
10. l 


•AT: lie families 

Kami I ics wi ih fomale heads, 

Percent of all lamille? 


■IH,M7 
9.(5 


17 .fM 1 
'1 , IHO 
9.1 


•1(1,535 

■1 , :jk6 


'16 ,022 
•I . 185 
9. 1 


•15. 137 
1 .053 
8.9 


M-1 ,81-! 
•1 . 008 
8.9 


\ 3 , 08 1 
3.882 
9.0 


•10. 828 
3.5-17 
8.7 


38, 170 
3.'M.J 
9.0 


Sccjio f ami I les 

Fam i 1 i e s with f em a I e ho ad s 


5 , 2(35 
1 , 822 


5 , 157 
1 ,612 
31. S 


•1 . 928 
1 ,506 
30 . 6 


,77-1 

1 ,:m9 

28 . 3 


■1 , 6 1 6 
1 .327 
28.6 


•1,5H9 
1.272 
27.7 


•1 .752 
1 . 125 
23. 7 


•1 . 23.1 
9-17 
22.1 


3,761 
781 
20.7 


Families with ;i hea'.! of 

Spnn ish i>riKin , 

Families with f cma 1 e head s 

Porceni of all families 


2, 3 I '2 
16.7 


2 , 05 7 
17.3 


1 . 95 'I 
329 
16. H 


1 . 956 
331 
16.9 


(SA): 


(NA) 
fNA) 
(N'A) 


(NA) 
(SA) 
(NA) 


(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 


(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 



NA NnL ava i Inblo. 



IL STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION 
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Since I960 there have been several changes 
in the demographic characteristics of female 
family heads and in the composition of their 
families. Many of these changes are logically 
interrelated. For example, the distribution of a 
population by marital status usually reflects the 
age composition of that population. Thus, since 
the age of female family heads has moved, over 
time, in the direction of younger v/omen, it is 
not surprising that the marital status distribution 
of female heads now shows higher frequencies 
of women who are single, separated, or divorced 
rather than widowed, a marital status character- 
istic of older wom(?n. 

This section presents data on the age and 
marital status of female family heads as well 
as data on the number of members and presence 
of children in their families. 

The age of women who head families hi:s 
declined since 1960. The inedian age of women 
who headed families in 1973 was about 45 years 
old, a decline in the median age of about 5 years 
since I960 (table 2), Negro women who were 
family heads were about 9 years younger (38.7 
years) than their white counterparts (47.9 years) 
in 1973; women of both races experienced a 5- 
year decrease in the median age since 1960. The 
proportion of female family heads under 30 years 
old increased from about 10 percent in I960 to 
about 19 percent in 1973 while tlie proportion 
55 years old and over decreased fro in about 41 
percent in I960 to 32 percent in 1973. Population 
growth in the age groups reflecting the principal 
increases in female heads has been only one of 
the factors responsible for the overall increase 
in female headship. Female family heads in- 
creased by 33 percent between 1960 and 1970 and 
by 18 percent between l'^70 and 1973. The rate 
of increase for women under 35 years old ex- 
ceeded the overall total increases for all women. 
More than likely the increase in heads among 
younger women is a function of many other 
variables as well as population growth, including 
changes in the marital status distribution of 
women. 

Since 1960 there has been a decline in the 
proportion of female family heads who were 
widows and an increase in th.e proportion of 
female heads who were divorced or separated 
(table 3). Additionally, in recent years there has 
been a fairly large increase in the proportion 
of female heads vvho were reported as having 
never been married. 



About one-half of all female family heads in 
1973 were either divorced or separated due to 
marital discord. During the decade 1960 to 1970 
the proportional increases for female heads who 
were divorced (79.2 percent) and separated (59.7 
percent) were greater than those for any of the 
other marital status categories. Mowever, during 
the period 1970 to 1973 the proportional increase 
for female heads who were single (39.0 percent) 
was about the same as the increases for divorced 
and separated women (36.1 percent and 37.3 per- 
cent, respectively). Among Negro women, the 
proportional increases for both the single (never 
inarried) and divorced were dramatic during the 
1960 to 1970 period and the 1970 to 1973 period. 
The large increase during the last few years in the 
number of families with the head reported as 
single is a reflection of several developments, 
including an increase in the postpone inent of 
marriage, the continuing high rate of illegitimate 
births, and perhaps also an increasing tendency 
for mothers who have never married to report 
their marital status correctly. The proportion 
of female family heads who were married but 
their husband was absent for some reason other 
than separation decreased between 1970 and 1973; 
as a contributing factor, during this period, 
many thousands of married men who had served 
in the Vietnam conflict had returned home. 

Table 4 presents data on trends since 1960 
in the nuinber of members in families headed by 
a woman. In 1973 the average number of 
members in families headed by a woman was 
3.22 persons. White families headed by women 
had an average of about one less person per 
family than corresponding Negro families (2.94 
for whites and 3.91 for Negroes). 

The average number of own children under 18 
years old in families with female heads did not 
change between 1970 and 1973 remaining close 
to a level of 1.25 children per family. It was 
1.00 in 1960 (table 5). The proportion of female 
family heads who had no own children under 18 
years old present in their homes declined since 
'i960, from 55 percent to 43 percent in 1973, 
even though the number of such families increased 
by half a million. The reason for this contrast 
is that the number of mothers who were heads 
of families increased much more rapid ly-- 
doubling their number from 1.9 million to 3.8 
inillion in the 13 year span. As with presence 
of own children under 18, there has been an 
increase, since 1960, in the proportion of fema le- 
headed families with own children under 6 years 
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old present in the home, from 17 percent in I960 
to 23 percent in 1973 (table 6). Most women who 
had an own child under 6 had only one such child 
present in the home. 

Obviously, the recent increases in female- 
headed families, coupled with the fact that a 
major portion of this increase was for women 
with children, have had an impact on the living 
arrangements of children in families with respect 
to the presence of parents. Since I960, there 
has been a drop in the proportion of children who 
live with both parents (table 7). In 1960, 89 
percent of the children under IS years old in 
families lived with both parents. By 1973 this 
proportion had declined to S3 percent. During 
the same period the proportion living with their 
mother only increased from 8 per'cent to 14 
percent. Similar patterns occurred for children 
under 6 years old. The proportion of these young 
children living with both parents declined from 
about 90 percent in 1960 to 84 percent in 1973 
while the proportion living with only their mother 
increased from 7 percent to 13 percent. 

White children living in families where both 
parents were present declined from ^2 percent 
in I960 to 88 percent in 1973 for children under 
18 years old and from 94 percent to 90 percent 
for children under 6. The corresponding in- 



creases for children living with their mothers 
only were from 6 percent to 10 percent for 
children under 18 and from 5 percent to 8 per- 
cent for children under 6 years old. 

The most pronounced changes in living 
arrangements were for Negro children, among 
whom those under 18 years old living with both 
mother and father declined from 69 percenc to 
52 percent between 1960 and 1973. Only about 
one-half of the Negro children under 6 years old 
lived with both parents in 1973 compared with 
70 percent in 1960. Thirty-eight percent of the 
Negro children, both under 18 and under 6 years 
old, lived in fam:il<„s with a mother, but no 
father, present in 1973. In 1960 the proportions 
living v;ith only their mothers wore 21 percent 
and 19 percent for children under 18 and under 
6, respectively. 

These findings become more meaningful in 
the context that the proportion of young children 
(under 18) who were very young (under 6) di- 
minished between 1960 and 1973 from 38 percent 
to only 30 percent. Since more of the young 
children were of school age, more of the mothers 
were able to work away from home and support 
themselves (and their children) while living apart 
from their children's father. 
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Table 2. AGE OF FEMALE FAMILY HEADS BY RACE: 1973, 1970, AND 1960 



{Numl)ei*H i » t liouynndH) 











1 tic foaso 


PLM'cent 


1 nc r(?nse 


4-1.1 


1973 


1 970 


1 900 


1970 to 


1960 to 


1970 to 


1960 to 














197 3 


1970 


1973 


1970 


All f omii I c* f am I I y hen tl s 




Ct , G()7 


5,580 


■I , 196 


I , 027 


1 ,381 


18.-1 


33 . 0 






•137 


IG7 


173 


270 


39. 6 


161.7 




(.>59 


•159 


2<13 


200 


216 


<13 . 6 






727 


'IGO 


336 


267 


121 


58.0 


36 . 9 




I , 29(> 


1 , 075 


8ti 1 


221 


21 1 


20 . 6 


2*1 . 9 


io •<> 5 1 years 


1 , 23 1 


1,115 


887 


116 


228 


10.. I 


25.7 




913 


917 


730 


- 1 


187 


-O.l 


. 6 




709 




017 


99 


-7 


16.2 


-I . 1 




\iy\ 


505 


356 




M9 


-8.7 


'11.9 


Mod I an a^o 


-15.1 


•IH , 2 


50.5 


(K) 


(X) 


( X) 


( .X) 




1 00 . {1 


100 . {) 


1 00 . 0 


(.X) 


(X) 


( X) 


(•X) 




9.2 


7.8 


•1 .0 


(.X) 


(X) 


(X) 


r.x) 




10.0 


8 . ^ 


5 , 8 


(.\) 


CX) 


(X) 


(X) 




U. 0 


S . .-i 


8.0 


(.X) 


(X) 


( .X) 


( -X) 


35 Vt) -li j'ours 


1 9 . () 


19.3 


20.5 


f.X) 


(X) 


( .\) 


( .X ) 




1 H . b 


20. 0 




(\) 


(X) 


(X) 


( -X ) 




1 3 . H 


Hi. •! 


1 7 . -1 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


fX) 




10.7 


10, 9 


I'l . 7 


(\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(.X) 




7 . 0 


9 . I 


8 . 5 


( .X ) 


f V ^ 




( .X ) 


White lumalfc' fami Iv hc;nls. . . . 


■1 , i.i72 


1 , 185 


3 , 306 


•J87 


879 


11.6 


26. 6 




333 


283 


112 


50 


171 


17 7 


152.7 




■ 1 0 f > 




I 5'1 


1 1 1 


11 1 


37 . 6 


91.6 




lfU5 


293 


22-1 


173 


69 


5 9.0 


30.8 




S;'>7 


7 19 


6 \5 


108 


lO-l 


1 -1 . '1 


16.1 




935) 


K7() 


718 


65 


152 


7 . 5 


21.2 






7 11 


60'1 


- 18 


MO 


-2.1 


23. 2 




'i .').'. 




531 


30 


-6 


5.7 


-1.1 








3] 9 


-3 1 


107 


-7.3 


33. 5 




1 7 


5 0 ■} 




/ \M 
V .\ I 


^ V ^ 


(X) 


(•X) 


Nc^i'tf l emalo fiiini Iv hua^Js. . . . 




I , :m 9 


•^90 


■173 


•15 9 


35 . 1 


51.6 




:>hi 


150 


r-5 


111 


95 


7'1 .0 


(B) 




'i i7 


1 no 


89 


87 


71 


5-1 . •! 


79. 8 




2;ir> 


lfi5 


112 


90 


5 3 


5 '1.5 


17.3 


35 t.o -I'l years 


•too 


319 


216 


81 


103 


25 .'t 


«17.7 




270 


237 


169 


33 


68 


13.9 


•10.2 




181 


IG'l 


126 


17 


38 


10.4 


30. 2 


tny Lo 71 years ■. . . 


1 1") 


81 


86 


(M 


- 5 


79.0 


-5.8 




t3 




37 


-11 


37 


(B) 


(It) 


Median a>;e 


38.7 




'13.8 


(.\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 



B Ba!?e less than 75,000. 
.X Not appUcnhle. 



ERIC 
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Table 3. MARITAL STATUS OF FEMALE FAMILY HEADS BY RACE: 1973, 1970, AND 1960 



( NuttiljtM's in l.hinisiiiuls ) 



Mi\r>tal st:it.\is uitd r:i(H* ol \\*:tH\ 






19('0 


I ncroasc 


,P<M'con t 


Incroaso 


1970 to 
1973 • 


19()0 to 
1 970 


19 70 to 
1 9 73 


19()() to 
1970 


All r vm 1 1 « ' f an I I y hou < i s 


H . ♦>()? 




1 , 190 


1 .02 7 


1 , 38^1 


18 . •! 


33 . 0 




S IH 


(ill) 


■187 


238 


123 


39 .0 


25.3 


Mnrrlcd. spouso nbsfut 


1 . 579 


1 . Ii2 \ 


9M 


255 


•1 lo 


19.3 


•M . 9 




1 , 




588 


350 


351 


37.3 


59 . 7 




2W 




;rj(i 


-95 


59 


-2^1 . 7 


18 . 1 




2 , U»K 


2 , 


'J , 093 


79 


296 


3.3 


1-1.1 




1. 112 


1 ,'jr)H 


7(rj 


•15-1 


55G 


3« . 1 


79 . 2 




100 .0 


100 .0 


100 .0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




12 ,S 


1 0 . 9 


11 , 


(X) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X) 


Marrioti, spotiso absont 


2:i . !) 


23 , 7 


lil . 8 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




li) . .) 


Ui . S 


1-1.0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X) 




■1 . 1 


0 . n 


7.8 


(X ) 


(X) 


(X ) 


<X) 




J 7 . -1 


12 . H 


19.9 


(X) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X) 




2f) . 9 




U j . 7 


(X) 


(N) 


<X) 


(X) 


Whito fomnlc family hf.'ads. . . . 


■1 . 672 


•1 , IHf) 


3 , 30(> 


•187 


879 


1. 1 . (J 


2') .{) 








391 


83 


-<i 


2 1 . (i 


-1.5 


M.irried, spi>nsi' ahs»»ni 


H8(7 


77tt 


5S 1 


110 


1 95 


1.1 . 2 


33.6 


So par a t ed 


6H 1 


•17fi 


319 


205 


J 57 


•13 . 1 


•19.2 




'JOf) 


;joo 


2iy2 


-95 


38 


-31 . 7 


M . 5 




1 .i)ir. 


1 ,9(5«? 


1 , 735 


-51 


231 


-2 .»3 


13.3 




1 .-10:1 


1 ,058 


599 


3 1 5 


•159 


32 . (3 


76.6 


Nof^ro fomale tamlly hoads . . . . 


1 , H22 


1 ..'MH 


890 


-173 


■159 


35. 1 


51.6 






'J IS 


9« 


137 


122 


62 .8 


127.1 




(ifiO 


535 


333 


125 


202 


23.-1 


00.7 


Sopa rn Led , 


oO'l 


•156 


209 


1 38 


187 


30.3 


09 . 5 


OLlier 


r>fi 


79 


O'l 


-13 


15 


-1(5.5 


(ID 




513 


•103 


358 


1 10 


•15 


21 .:\ 


12.6 




29 A 


19? 


103 


102 


89 


53.1 


86 .'1 



H Has*.' loss than 75,000. 
X .Not applicable. 
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Table 4. SIZE OF FAMILY FOR FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS BY RACE: 1973, 1970, AND 1960 



( Nuitiliet's in thoitsiuuls ) 













1 ncroa.so 


Percoii t 


i nc rouse 




Si/.<» ol (iinii Iv luid r;K*«.* ii! 


I ') 73 




1 9()0 


1970 to 


190O to 


1970 to 


1960 to 


















■ - - 


19 73 

• - - 


1970 


J 97,1 


1070 

















- " 






Al 1 r.MnaU' h cutis 


<; .♦•07 


5 , 5H0 


•I , 190 


I , 02 7 


1 , 38-1 


18.. 1 


33.0 








2 , 529 


1 , 9H8 


•10 7 


5'} 1 


18.5 


27.2 










1 Oil 


253 


3 1 7 




31 „3 








7 G 


r.^'\ J 


1 59 


232 


8 


•1 3 7 








-I •! 1 




05 


1 •! 0 


1 •! 7 


'19,5 










107 


,52 


85 




,^0 , 9 






'")5 


2 tj 5 


203 


30 


()2 


11 3 


30 . 5 






1! 1 


1 M 31 1 


13 28 1 


2,92:J 


, 000 


1 5 9 








3 . 22 


3 , 2 9 


:{ . 1 7 


( N ) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 






100.0 


100. U 


1 00 . 0 


(.X ) 


(X ) 


(,x ) 


(X ) 






• .) .3 


•I .1 , .J 


■I / . -1 


(.\ ) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X ) 






2-1 . 0 


f -t 


!•! - 


(.\ ) 


(X) 


( ,x ) 


(X) 












(.\ ) 


(X) 


( ,X ) 


(X) 








70 


7 A. 


< .\ ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X) 






•1 . 


1,5 


■1 , 0 


(.\ ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 










•1,8 


(X) 


(X) 


(.X ) 


(X ) 




Whi to It.'miilr h«,'.i<!s 


•I .072 


■1 , 1H5 


3 , 300 


•187 


8 79 


11 .0 


26.6 






2. 38 1 


2, 101 


1 , 712 


283 


389 


13.5 


22.7 


*^ 




1 . 1 fi 1 


I , 050 


82<1 


101 


226 


9 , 0 


27.-1 


1 




6or> 


511 


3 9K 


01 


110 


11,2 


36 . 7 






2«>9 


2 (i 9 


19 0 




73 




3 7 . 2 








132 


9 0 


20 


30 


1 :) - 7 


'A 7 . ,5 






1 OS 


90 


83 


15 


7 


16 , 7 


8 . •I 






13. 7 3 f ) 


12 . '1 7 1 


9 . 076 


1 , 268 


2, 795 


10,2 


28 . 9 






2 . 91 


2 , 98 


2 . 9, 'J 


(X) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X) 




Nf.'Kfo t'<.Mii:il h<.'ii<ls 


1 .R22 


1 .3 19 


890 


•173 


'159 


35 . 1 


51.0 


2 




5 75 


■lOS 


270 


107 


132 


'10.9 


17.8 


3 




■}0 7 




190 


1 35 


82 


19,0 


•13.2 


J 




290 




133 


76 


81 


35 , 5 


GO . 9 






22Ji 


l(i9 


99 


57 


70 


33.7 


70. 7 


*i 




M3 


1 IK 


71 


25 


47 


21.2 


(B) 


7 




181 


1 (-.8 


120 


13 


'18 


7.7 


'10.0 






7, 125 


5. 091 


3. 005 


1 ,13.1 


2,086 


25.2 


57.9 






3 . 9 1 


•I . 22 


•1.U5 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 



- Uo p r c- s cn t s /. e i'< i . 

H Himv Ics.-s thnn 75,000. 

X ,N"t)t uppl ii:abl c. 
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Table 5. FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS BY NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS 

OLD BY RACE OF HEAD: 1973, 1970, AND 1960 



( Numbers i n thovjsaruls) 





1 97;j 


1 !>70 


19li0 


I ncrease 


Perr^ent increase 


1970 ti. 
1973 


19(U1 L,, 
1970 


1970 to 
1973 


19(50 to 
1970 




(j . 607 


5 , 5 80 


I . I y(} 


1 ,027 


1 ,38-1 


I K. -1 


33. 0 


0 'Aii children vi ml o r IK: 




















2 , (j 5 5 


2 ,30.) 


15 1 


3 50 


5.8 


15.2 




J . 1 i)S 


2 , 925 


1,891 


873 


I ,03-1 


29.8 


5 1 . 7 




1 ,171* 


1 . 05 1 


785 


•121 


266 


•to. 1 


33 . 9 




1 , f )s;' 


S2(i 


510 


256 


316 


31 .0 


02 . 0 




(112 


■1 97 


28o 


1 1 5 


211 


23. 1 


73.8 


'1 or inorty own eh i l<)ri.Mi undor' IS, , , , 


r>32 


5 .5 2 


3 1 1 


SO 


211 


1 •! . 5 


77.5 




S , liCAi 


0,89 5 


•I , 1 98 


1 ..155 


2 , 697 


21 . 1 


O-l . 2 




1 . 2r> 


1 . 21 


1 . 00 


(.\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




100. 0 


1 00 . 0 


100.0 


(•\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Own cli 1 1 tl rt'ii iitidt.' v 1 H t 


















?•> 


■1 * , li 


- 9 


(•\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




r - r 

v.> / . 


.">Ii . 'I 


• .1.1 


(•\) 


(X) 


(a) 


(X) 




! 


1 K , S 


18.7 


(.\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




Id, 'I 


1 -1 , H 


3 2.2 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




9 . J 


8 , 9 


6 . 8 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


■} or more own t'hilclrt'n iuul»'r IS. . . . 


0 . (3 


9. 9 


7 . '1 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Wh I L t; t tiiniilc lit? nils 


•} . 072 


•1 , IS5 


3 .306 


'IS7 


87 9 


11.6 


20 . 6 


Own ch i 1 d ren under 1 H : 


















2 , 202 


2 . 178 


1 ,910 


21 


268 


1 . 1 


I'l . 0 


With own children under IvS 


2 . 1 70 


2 . 007 


1 . 3 9 (5 


•103 


01 1 


23. 1 


■13.8 




1 . 0'17 


7 85 


635 


262 


150 


33 . 1 


23 . 6 




7 51 


G2S 


39(3 


123 


232 


19.6 


58. 6 




389 


326 


202 


63 


12^1 


19.3 


6 1 . •} 


•1 or more own children under IK,... 


282 


268 


1 (3 1 


I'l 


10 1 


5.2 


63 . '1 


To I a 1 own e h 1 1 d rti n under IS 


'^ . 9GS 


■1 . 1 S-1 


2 . SO!? 


7 8--1 


1 , 381 


18. 7 


■19.3 




1 . 06 


1 . 00 


0 . 85 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




1 822 


1 9 


890 


173 


•159 


35. 1 


51 . 6 


Own children untie r 1-*: 
















With no ovn childi'n unt.'er IS 


5G7 


■152 


395 


115 


57 


2 5. •! 


I'l. 4 




1 ,255 


898 


■1 95 


357 


•103 


39. 8 


81 .4 




■106 


2 58 


150 


1-18 


108 


57.1 


72.0 




318 


19-1 


1 1'l 


12'1 


80 


63 . 9 


70. 2 




199 


IGS 


a-i 


31 


8-1 


18.5 


100. 0 


1 or niDro own children under IS. . . . 


3:m 


278 


M7 


56 


131 


20. 1 


89. 1 


Totnl own chiUlron under IS 


3 . 1 83 


2 .6'15 


1 .395 


538 


1 ,250 


20.3 


89. 6 




1.75 


1. 96 


1 . 57 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 



X Not npp I i cnh 1 e. 
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Table 6. FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS BY NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN UNDER 6 YEARS OLD 

AND RACE OF HEAD: 1973, 1970, AND 1960 



(NumbLM's i n Llioiisnntls > 



Numbof of own ch'. Itlrori under «> 
;itid rnco of hemJ 

' " ■ " - 


„ - . . . 


1970 


■■ 

1900 


I tK' foa.se 


l*e rcun I i nc r'ejise 


1970 lo 
1973 


1900 lo 
1 9 70 


1970 LO 
1973 


1900 LO 
1970 


All romalu lioads 


<; .007 


5,580 


•M90 


1 ,027 


1,38-1 


18. •! 


33.0 


Own ch 1 1 (1 ron undo r (> ', 
















VNiih no own children iintJer 




•1 ,'170 


3 , 500 


599 


970 


13. •! 


27.7 






1,110 


(590 


•128 


•I 1-1 


38 . 0 


59.5 




1 ,033 


090 


(.SA) 


337 


(.SA) 


•18. •! 


(NA) 




372 


288 


(NA) 


8'i 


(NA) 


29.2 


(NA) 




lOfi 


lOO 


(NA) 


- 


(NA) 


- 


(NA) 




2 7 


20 


(.SA) 


7 


(NA) 


(1,0 


(NA) 




2 , 150 


I , 702 


1 , 139 


•M8 


503 


20.3 


•J9.-1 




0. 33 


0.31 


0 . 2 7 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




I 00.0 


100.0 


100.0 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 


Own ch I I d fon unde r fi : 


















7(» . 7 


80. 1 


83 . •! 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




23 . 3 


L9 .9 


10.0 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 






12 . 5 


(.SA) 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




5 . (5 


5.2 


(.SA) 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




1 .(5 


1.9 


( .NA ) 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




n. -i 


O.-l 


'.SA) 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




•I , ti72 


-1 , 185 


3 , 300 


•187 


8 79 


11.0 


26.0 


Own ch i 1 d ron iind«.'r ^> : 




















3,518 


2 ,800 


277 


052 


7.9 


22.7 




877 


007 


•MO 


2 in 


22 7 


31,5 


51 .6 




fi32 


•M8 


(,NA) 


181 


(NA) 


•U. 1 


(NA) 




l')8 


172 


(.SA) 


20 


(NA) 


15,1 


(NA) 




•10 


•13 


(.SA) 


-3 


(NA) 


(U) 


(NA) 




H 


•I 


(.VA) 


'1 


( NA ) 


(n) 


(NA) 




1,1-19 


92-1 


GO-l 


225 


260 


2-; .'1 


39.2 




0.25 


0.22 


( .SA ) 


(N) 


(N) 


(X) 


(X) 




1 ,822 


1 , 3'19 


890 


•173 


.159 


35. 1 


5 1 . 0 


Own children under (>: 


















1 , li)8 


917 


03^1 


281 


283 


30 . 0 


•M.O 


With own ch 11 (iron under G 


02 -l 


•132 


250 


1 92 


170 


•M.-l 


08.8 




3 70 


2-10 


(NA) 


130 


(NA) 


5-1 . 2 


(.SA) 




172 


1 15 


(.SA) 


57 


(.SA) 


•19.0 


(NA) 




03 


02 


(.SA) 


1 


(NA) 


(H) 


( NA ) 


'1 or more own children under 6 


19 


15 


(NA) 


•1 


(NA) 


(13) 


(NA) 




950 


75 7 


.175 


193 


282 


25 ,5 


59..} 




0 . 52 


O.50 


(NA) 


(.X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 



- Represents zero. 

n Boso less than 75,000. 

.S.A Not n V a i 1 a b 1 e , 

X Not appl iciiblo. 



\ 
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Table 7. CHILDREN IN FAMILIES BY PRESENCE OF PARENTS BY AGE AND RACE OF CHILDREN: 

1973, 1970, AND 1960 



( N'u mlj e f s in t h oo s a tul s ) 











1 ncrease 


Pt.-rcont increase 


l'i<'Sfiu'i' tif paiM'iils anil lat i- 




\ 970 


I 9(i0 ' 










1970 lu 


\mo to 


19V') lo 


1960 to 










19 73 


1971) 


1973 


1970 


A I.I. HACKS 
















Total chlUlfon iukJcm' yonrs 


















6 7.520 


6H . <>K I 


rt2,8 73 


-1. 161 


5,808 


-1 . 7 


9.2 




55 , K()7 


57, 71-1 


55,895 


-1 .93 7 


1 ,819 


-3,1 


3.3 




9 , 2 12 


7, 979 


5.111 


1 ,293 


2,8G8 


16. 2 


56. 1 


Porccnt or all chi l<li'«'n t n fiim j l j fs , 


13, 7 


11, fj 


H, 1 


(.\) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




H21 


1. 339 


72(5 


-518 


G13 


-38 , 7 


8.1.-1 




I ,G19 


I , (i I 9 


1. l-l 1 


- 


178 




11.9 


To I a 1 c h i 1 il f t» n \\n<\" r 0 y u a r s 




















20 , 7r» I 


2 1 , 135 


- 3 (> 8 


_:j ,37-1 


-1,8 


-I'l .0 




17. l.K(i 


17. 72<1 


21 , 780 


-538 


-■1 062 


-3 . 0 


-18.6 




2 , 592 


2 , 2(3. 1 


1 ,(>25 


328 


G39 


I'l , 5 


39 . 3 


PorcoiU of all oh I I (Iron in f ami I ies. 


12,7 


10, 9 


G , 7 


( .\ ) 


( X ) 


( .\ ) 


( .\ ) 




117 


.3 1 •! 


18-1 


-197 


130 


-62 , 7 


70.7 




•19K 


•159 


5 10 


39 


-81 


8.5 


-15, 0 


■AIHTK 
















T<Ual chil(lr«?n undor IS y«.'at*s 


















57, i2r^ 


58. 50(j 


51 . 192 


-1,38 1 


.1,011 


-2.-I 


7.^1 




50. 15(1 


51 , t'iUi 


50 . 098 


-1,110 


1 ,168 


-2.7 


2.9 




5.51-1 


5,012 


3 ,3Hii 


502 


1 ,626 


10.0 


•18.0 


IVrconr of all ch i Ul ri?n i n lam i 1 i os . 


9,7 


8 .(i 


(i, 2 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




(iM 


1 ,0 in 




-126 


■188 


-1 1 . 0 


88.-1 




KIG 


888 


•15G 


-12 


432 


-1.7 


9-1 . 7 


Total fhi hlrcii under* G years 






1.7.05:i 


I 7, 552 


20 , ti58 


-■199 


-3 10(i 


-2 8 


— 15 0 


l.ivinfc A i th both parents 


1 5 , 399 


1 5 , Tti I 


19 .317 


-3G5 


- 5 8 3 


-2 . 3 




Pt^rccnt cif all cliil<lron in families. 


1 . 10 I 

M . 2 


1 , 333 
7 . r. 


9 71 
1 , 7 


71 
( X ) 


362 
( X ) 


5 . 3 
\ .\ ) 


37 3 




79 




13-1 


-157 


102 


-66 . 5 


76.1 


All o t ho r 


I 70 


219 


20G 


-19 


13 


-22.-1 


6.3 


















Total child ton under 18 yoai's 










886 








9, 132 
.901 


9 , 2*37 
5,111 


8, 381 
5 , 797 


165 
-53 7 


-356 


1.8 
-9.9 


10.6 
-6 . 1 




3, 5h:j 


2,853 


1 , 725 


730 


1 , 128 


25.6 


65 . -I 


Porcont of all ch i 1 dron 1 n f am i 1 i os . 


3K , 0 


30 .8 


20 . G 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




199 


2 77 


17-1 


-78 


103 


-28.1 


59.2 


All olhor 


7'15 


fi9G 


G85 


.19 


1 1 


7.0 


1.6 


Tt>tal children utulor y«>ars 


















2 .981 


2 , 905 


3, 177 


79 


•572 


2.7 


-16.5 




I .'190 


1 , 70 7 


2 .'1 3D 


-211 


-732 


-12..1 


-30 . 0 




I . 13H 


895 


654 


2 11 


2 -i I 


2(i.9 


36.9 


Percent of all children in families. 


38, 1 


30 . 8 


18.8 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




36 


72 


50 


-36 


22 


(B) 


(B) 




31G 


231 


331 


85 


-103 


36 . 8 


-30.8 



n lia.se los.s than 75,000, 
X Sot appllcr.ble, 

'includes a atnoll number of head,s and wives of bonds of families and subfamilies not includotl for 1970 and 1973. 
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III. OTHER DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 



Female family heads today a re better educated 
than in the past, their families generally move 
more frequently than families where both a hus- 
band and wife are present, and most live in 
metropolitan areas of the I'nited States. 

Women who were female family heads in 1^)73 
had higher levels of educational attainment than 
those who were heads in 1960 (table S). About 
one-half of all female family heads in \^)7[l 
had completed at least 4 years of high school 
while only about 32 percent of the women head- 
ing families in l^^60 had reached comparable 
levels of educational attainment. During the 
same time period the proportion of women who 
had completed 8 or fewer years of school de- 
clined from 47 percent in 1^)60 to 27 percent in 
1973. Having higher levels of educational attain- 
ment has probalDly enabled many of these women 
to obtain employment in many of the occupations 
where currently employed women tend to be 
concentrated. 

Since age is inversely related to levels of 
educational attainment' in the adult population, 
the level of educational achievement for each 
year shown was higher for women under 45 years 
old than for those 45 years old and over. In 
1973, 58 percent of female heads under 45 years 
old had completed at least a high school edu- 
cation, whereas only about 43 percent of the 
heads 45 years old or older had a comparable 
level of attainment. The corresponding pro- 
portions for 1960 were 42 percent for women 
under 45 years old and 26 percent for women 
45 years and older. The general rise in edu- 
cational attainment since 1960 for persons of 
corresponding age groups and the fact that the 
representation of younger women among fema]e 
family heaas has increased over the past 13 
years (table 2) have contributed to the overall 
rise in educational levels among female family 
heads. 

As with educational attainment, the age of 
the family head is an important determiiiant in 



the disposition of a family to move for families 
where there is a married couple present as' well 
as for families with female heads. The mobility 
rate between 1970 and 1973 for husband- wife 
families where rhe licad was under 25 years old 
was 85 percent, a rate which drops to. 16 per- 
cent at ages 45 to 64 (table 9). Similarly, for 
families headed by a woman the mobility rate 
for heads under 25 years old was77 percent com- 
pared with a rate of 23 percent for those women 
aged 45 to 64. Beyond the youngest and oldest 
ages (under 25 years and 65 years old and over) 
the mobility rate for families headed by women 
was higher than for husband -wife families. A 
possible explanation is that most of the married 
couples tend to "settle down" soon after marriage, 
whereas mostof the women become family he^ids 
through widowhood or divorce, and these events 
(particularly divorce) very often necessitate 
changes in residence. Moreover, female fam- 
ily heads may not tend to develop as strong a 
sense of community commitment as do husband- 
wife families. Most residential movement among 
both types of families occurs by changing resi- 
dence within the county of current residence. 

Although female family heads have a high rate 
of residential mobility, no statistically significant 
change occurred in the distribution of these 
families by metropolitan-nonmetropolitan resi- 
dence between 1968 and 1973 when race is not 
considered as a variable. Ilowever, when race 
is introduced some changes and trends can be 
seen. There has been a decline in the pro- 
portion of white female-headed families living 
in central cities and a corresponding increase 
in the proportion living in metropolitan areas 
surrounding central cities. There was no signi- 
ficant change in the proportion of white female 
heads who lived outside metropolitan areas. By 
contrast, for Negro female-headed families the 
proportion living in central cities increased from 
64 percent in 1968 to 69 percent in 1973, while 
a corresponding decrease occurred in the pro- 
portion living outside metropolitan areas, from 
24 percent in 1968 to 19 percent in 1973. 



ERIC 



16 



Table 8. YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY FEMALE FAMILY HEADS, BY AGE AND RACE: 

1973, 1970, AND I960 



(Siimbt.'i's in thousands) 



Years ol" school complotod 
and rac't.' oJ head 


1 973 


1 970 


in6() 


1 nt.-1'oase 


Percent increase 


1970 ti> 
1973 


19(>0 tt,» 
1 9 7() 


1970 to 
1973 


1960 to 
U>70 




fi , (50 7 


5 , 58(» 


•1,19 ».' 


1 ,027 


i ,38-1 


18 


■1 


33.0 


K I omen la ! y : 


n to 




1 , 7 7 r> 


I , 78.'! 


1 ,979 


-7 


-197 


-0 


1 


-10.0 


!!ij;h jjchool 


I to 




} J 508 


1 , 257 


86'1 


251 


393 


20 


0 


•1 f> . f) 








2 J 332 


1,791 


8G5 


511 


9213 


30 




107.1 


Col lojjo: 


I to 




G12 


•168 


300 


1 M 


168 


30 


8 


56.0 




•I or 




381. 


283 


189 


98 


91 


31 


6 


19.7 






1 00 . 0 


1 00 . 0 


100.0 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


K Icmontary : 


0 to 




2(3.1) 


31.9 


17.2 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X) 


(X) 


Hl^h »ich(U)l 


I lo 




22 .8 


22 . 




<X> 




'vX) 


(X) 






35.3 


32. I 


20 . 6 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Collo^o : 


I to 




<J .3 


8.1 


7 . 1 


(X) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X) 




I or 




5 . 8 


5 . I 


■1 . 5 


(.\) 


(X ) 


(X) 


(X) 


Whi to 


foina lo 




1 ,672 


•1 , 185 


3,306 


'187 


879 


11 


6 


26.6 


Klomoii tnry : 


0 to 




1,211 


I , 238 


1 ,-150 


-27 


-212 


-2 


2 


-1-1.6 


High school 


I to 




897 


817 


661 


80 


156 


9 


8 


23 . 6 








1 ,779 


1 ,-!G5 


75-1 


3M 


711 


21 


•1 


91,3 


Col Icjie: 


1 to 




•171 


399 


272 


72 


127 


18 


0 


•16.7 




I or 


nuM'o yea rs 


3 1'l 






•19 


95 


18 


5 


55 . 9 


No^rro 


t'oma 1 o 




I ,822 


1 ,319 


S90 


•173 


4 59 


35 


I 


51 . 6 


K I omcntary : 


0 to 


K years 


539 


526 


529 


13 


-3 


2 


5 


-0.6 


Hii;h sch'jDl 


I to 




579 


130 


203 


1-19 


227 


31 


7 


111 .8 








51-1 


317 


111 


197 


206 


62 


1 


185 .6 


C<j1 lone: 


t to 




135 


63 


28 


72 


35 


(H) 


(li) 




1 or 




55 


15 


19 


•10 


-•1 


CB) 


(») 


All female heads luuler 




















3,292 


2 ,132 


1 ,607 


860 


825 


35 


■1 


51. 3 


K I omontary : 


0 to 




■J59 


398 


•178 


til 


-80 


15 


3 


-16.7 


Hii;h sc hr.ol 


I to 




919 


727 


■15*1 


192 


273 


26 


•I 


60 I 






I ,-107 


970 




•1 37 


•180 


•15 


1 


100.-^ 


Collep.o: 


1 t<j 




350 


2*13 


125 


107 


1 : 8 


11 


{) 


9<l .1 




•I or 




1 58 


96 




62 


30 


6-J 


G 


15.5 


Pot cont ! . 




1 00 . 0 


LOO .0 


100.0 


<X ) 


(X ) 


fX) 


(X) 


K 1 omontary; 


0 tn 




13.9 


16. -1 


29,7 


iX) 


(X ) 


(.\) 


IX ) 


Hi^h school 


I to 




27 .9 


29 .9 


2R .3 


<X) 


<X) 


(X) 


(X) 






'12.7 


39,9 


30. ! 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Col lojjo: 


1 to 




10 .6 


10.0 


7 . R 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




•I or 










(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


'.Vhito 






2 ,062 


1 ,620 


1 , 135 


•M2 


•185 


27 


3 


•12.7 


Kl omontary: 


0 to 




273 


235 


273 


38 


-38 


16 


2 


-13.9 


!!ii;h schotil 


I to 




-169 


395 


301 


7*1 


91 


18 


7 


31 . 2 








950 


708 


398 


2 12 


310 


31 


2 


77.9 


Col lo^je: 


I to 




2'16 


191 


107 


52 


87 


26 


8 


81 .3 




1 or 




121 


87 


56 


37 


31 


■12 


5 


(n) 


SoKro 


female 




1 ,162 


793 


•172 


369 


321 


■16 


5 


68.0 


K loroontary : 


0 to 




183 


159 


205 


2-1 


-16 


15. 


1 


-22.'l 


Hi(;h schor>l 


1 in 




•131 


327 


153 


10.1 


17*1 


31 


8 


113.7 








122 


258 


86 


161 


172 


63 


6 


200.0 


Col lo^je: 


1 to 




98 


^13 


1 8 


55 


25 


(13) 


(B) 




•I or 


more years 


28 


7 


10 


21 




(H) 


(B) 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 8. YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY FEMALE FAMILY HEADS, BY AGE AND RACE: 

1973, 1970, AND 1960— Continued 



(Numbers In ihousands) 



Year? of school cf>Jttplotecl 
ntu\ race of houci 


1973 


107O 


1 0<U) 


I ncrease 


Percent Increase 


1970 to 
1973 


1 960 t o 
1970 


1970 to 
1973 


19 GO to 
1970 


All female heufls '15 yenr.q and 
















over 


3 ,315 


3,118 


2,590 


167 


558 


5.3 


21 .5 




1 ,3U> 


1 , 38-1 


1 ,501 


-68 


-117 


-'1.9 


-7.8 




5H9 


530 


.110 


59 


120 


11 . 1 


29.3 




925 


82 1 


381 


lO-t 


•MO 


12.7 


115,5 




2G2 


225 


175 


37 


50 


16.1 


28.6 


•\ or more vears 


223 


187 


123 


36 


G«\ 


19 .3 


52 .0 




100 . 0 


L 00 . 0 


100 . 0 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X) 




39 .7 


•1*1 .0 


58 . 0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




17 . H 


IG . 8 


15.8 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




27 .0 


26.1 


M .7 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




7 . 9 


7 . 1 


6 . 8 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




G .7 


5.9 


1.7 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




2,610 


2,565 


2, 173 


■15 


392 


1 . 8 


18.0 




938 


1 ,003 


1 ,177 


-65 


-174 


-6.5 


-14.8 




•128 


122 


360 


6 


62 


1 .'1 


17.2 




829 


757 


356 


72 


4 01 


9.5 


112.6 




225 


205 


1G5 


20 


•10 


9.8 


24 .2 




190 


178 


115 


12 


63 


6.7 


54 .8 




660 


556 


'117 


10-1 


139 


18.7 


33.3 




356 


367 


321 


-11 


■13 


-3.0 


13.3 




1-18 


103 


50 


^15 


53 


.13.7 


(iO 




92 


59 


25 


33 


31 


(B) 


(13) 




37 


20 


10 


17 


10 


(iO 


(B) 




27 


8 


8 


19 




(U) 


(B) 



- Represents zero. B Base less than 75,000. X Not applicable. 



Table 9.. MOBILITY OF HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES AND FAMILIE3 WITH FEMALE HEADS 
" ' BETWEEN MARCH 1970 AND MARCH 1973 BY AGE OF HEAD 



(Numbers in thousands. Primary families only) 





Type of Inmily and 


^a^e of head 

-A- . 


Total 


1973 




Percent 
resident. tally 
mob i le 


Percent 
moving 
viithin the 
county 


Percent 
moving 
between 
count ies 


Percent 
moving 

between 
States 


Abroad on 
March 1, 
1970 or no 
report 


Numbe r 


Pe rcent 




.All hUBband-wtfo 


families 


4 6.299 


100. 


0 


32 


5 


19 


3 


13. 


3 


6. 


7 


4 


1 


14 


to 24 years ........ 




3.448 


100. 


0 


85 


1 


51 


4 


33. 


7 


16. 


5 


7 


7 


25 




;;:;:\:::;;:::;: 


10.387 


100. 


0 


56 


5 


33 


0 


23. 


5 


U. 


7 


5 


3 


35 






9, 177 


100. 


0 


28 


9 


16 


4 


12. 


5 


6. 


7 


3 


6 


45 




\ 


17, 188 


100. 


0 


16 


4 


10 


2 


6. 


3 


3. 


I 


3 




G5 






6, 099 


100. 


0 


12 


9 


7 


7 


5. 


2 


2. 


G 


3 


4 




All fami lies Alth 


female iiVads . . . 


6. 534 


100. 


0 


35 


3 


25 


2 


10. 


1 


4 . 


9 


3 


8 


14 






576 


100. 


0 


77 


1 


55 


2 


21. 


9 


9. 


5 


5 


2 


25 






1.362 


100^ 


0 


60 


5 


40 


3 


20. 


2 


10. 


2 


4 


3 


3-> 






1, 287 


100. 


0 


34 


7 


24 


2 


10. 


4 


5. 


1 


4 


0 


4 5 






2, 139 


100. 


0 


22 


6 


17 


9 


4 , 


7 


2. 


2 


3 


7 


65 






1. 170 


100. 


0 


9 


2 


7 


1 


2. 


1 


1. 


1 


2 


5 
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Table 10. DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS BY RACE AND METROPOLITAN- 
NONMETROPOLITAN RESIDENCE: 1973, 1970, AND 1968 



{ Nnmbors i ii t iunisanil^i ) 





!'.>7:< 


1970 ' 


19t?S ' 




Incr 


--'i . J 


Pert: out Incroas*? 


1970 to 
19 73 


19(58 In 
19 7») 




1970 to 
1973 


19GS LO 
1970 




<> , (307 


fj , .')80 




1 


027 


21 7 


18. -l 


•I .(3 




<l , 887 


■I ,0-ia 


3 . 90-1 




81 1 


1 12 


20 . 8 


3.(3 


CotiMal citlos 


2,9'->]. 


2. -15.5 


2.. 13 7 




■jyt; 


18 


20.2 


0.7 




I , o:u; 


1 , 590 


1 ,167 






123 


21.8 


8.. I 




I , 720 


I , nafi 


I .-129 




185 


1015 


12. 1 


7..t 




lOM.O 


100. 0 


100. 0 




(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


( X ) 




71.0 


72.5 


7:i . 2 




CX) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Com trill cttio*? . . . 


-M . 7 


■I l . 0 


I ") . 7 




(X ) 


(X ) 


( X ) 


( X ) 






28. 


27.5 




(X ) 


(X) 


(X ) 


(X ) 




Jf> . 0 


2 7 . .T 


2(3 . 8 




(X) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


(X ) 


Wht tf fomaU' heu<ls 


1 , H7U 


■1 , 185 


■I , 008 




•I 8 7 


177 


11 r 
11.0 


'I . 'I 




:i ,:<:n 


2 , 9H0 


2 , 902 




351 


;« 


11 .8 


2.7 


Colli I'a L (' i t i (>s 


1 , t'i-lH 


I . rjG5 






83 


-2(3 


5 . 3 


- 1 . (3 






1.11 n 


1.311 




2t^8 


101 


18 .9 


7.9 




i.xn 


1 , 'JO 5 


1 . I0(i 




13G 


99 


11.3 


9.0 


N«?Kro fomalc hoadn 


I , H22 


I . 319 


1,272 




■173 


77 


35 . 1 


e.i 




1 . IHO 


J ,o:.rj 


972 




•118 


SO 


•13 


6.2 






HG2 


HI 'I 




'1 03 


•la 


•IG .8 


5.9 






170 


158 




IG 


12 


27. 1 


7.(5 




:m2 


317 


300 




25 


17 


7.9 


5.7 



X Not applicable. 

'l>at.a from March 1.970 and 1968 CurvcnL Pnp\ilalion r.urvey have bt'un roilisVrlbutod to reflect the 1970 consvjp vcdvfini- 
tion of metropol i lan-iioiimutropol i tan areas. 
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Trends in tlir various demographic choructer- 
i^tics of female family heads are especially 
important in the context of the economic con- 
ditions in which these women and their family 
members live. This section presents data on 
trends in amount of income received, sources of 
income, and labor force participation of female 
family heads and low-income status of the mem- 
bers of their families. 

The median income (In terms of constant 
1972 dollars) for families headed by women in- 
creased between 1959 and 1969 but decreased 
between 1.969 and 1972, Moreover, since 1959, 
the ratio of the median income for these fami- 
lies to the median income for all families has 
declined. In 1*^^59 the median income for fami- 
lies with female heads was about 54 percent as 
large as that for all families, but by 1972 this 
ratio had declined to 48 percent. 



Among white families headed by women about 
29 percent reported incomes solely from earn- 
ings, whereas 36 percent of the Negro families 
reported income from earnings only. About IS 
percent of the Negro families received all of 
their income from Social Security and/or public 
assistance payments as compared to 8 percent 
of the white families. 

More than one- half of all female family heads 
worked at some time during 1972 (table 13). 
iVIost of these women worked at full-time jobs 
with about three-fourths of the full-time workers 
having worked more than 40 weeks during the 
year. About 42 percent of the female family 
heads did not work during 1972. The Bureau 
of 1 abor Statistics reports that 9 out of every 
10 female family heads who did not work in 
1.972 were not actively seeking employment during 
that period. 



Overall, Negro families headed by women 
experienced a larger proportional increase in 
income between 1959 and 1972 than their white 
family counterparts. However, in 1972 the 
median income for Negro families with female 
heads was still only 62 percent as great as that 
for white families with female heads. 



In 1969 about 31 percent of the families with 
a female head derived income from earnings 
only, 47 percent had income both from earnings 
and other sources, and 18 percent relied en- 
tirely on income other than earnings for sub- 
sistence (table 12). Sources of income other 
than earnings include Social Security payments, 
public assistance payments, interest, dividends, 
rental income, etc. Aboul II percent of all 
families with female heads reported that they 
had received all of their income from Social 
Security and/or public assistance payments. The 
majority of the recipients of public assistance 
in the United States in 1973 were persons re- 
ceiving Aid for Dependent Children (AFDC), 
Further, the U.S, Department of Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare*s Social and flehabilitation 
Servir.e estimates th,st three-fourths of. the 2.5 
million families receiving AFDC payments in 
1973 wore families with female heads.,; Another 
form of income maintainance, not inj^luded in 
income statistics, is that of food stamp aslsistance.' 
Results of a special survey completed in June 
1973 indicate that approximately 20 pdTcent of 
female-headed families received foodj stamps 
during May of 1973. 



Table 14 shov/s that in 1972 a smaller pro- 
portion of mothers who were wives of heads of 
families were in the labor force (41 percent) 
than mothers who were heads of families (57 
percent). This pattern was found among white 
women but not Negro women. Thus, among 
white wives who were mothers, about 39 percent 
were in the labor force, whereas among white 
female heads of families 61 percent of the mothers 
were in the labor force. By contrast, 55 percent 
of the Negro mothers who were wives were in 
the labor force in 1972, but only 50 percent of 
the Negro mothers who were family heads were 
in the labor force, 

Negro families had, on the average, more 
children under 18 years old present in the home 
than did white families, but within this frame- 
work, labor force participation was related to 
the number of children present among both 
white and Negro families headed by a woman. 
Thus, the number of children in these families 
averaged fewer for mothers who were in the 
labor force than for mothers who were not In 
the labor force. 



About 32 percent of the employed women who 
were family heads in 1973 were classified as 
clerical and kindred workers, 29 percent were 
service and private household workers, 15 percent 
were operatives, and 12 percent were profes- 
sional, technical, and kindred workers. The 
most noteworthy changes in the distribution of 
these women by major occupation group since 
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1960 have been the increase in the proportion who 
were in clerical occupations (from 26 percent 
to 32 percent) and the decrease in the proportion 
who were operatives (including factory workers) 
or service workers (from 48 percent to 43 
percent). 

The proportion of members of families headed 
by a woman and who were below the low- income 
level has decreased since 1S^60. Even though 
the declines have been pronounced for both whites 
and Negroes, the proportion of members below 
the low- income level for Negroes was twice that 
for whites in 1972 (table 16). Nearly one-half 
(49 percent) of all persons in female-headed 
families in I960 were members of families 
whose incomes were below the low-income level 



for the previous year. This proportion had 
declined to 38 percent for the income-year 1972. 
However, more than one-half of the children 
under 18 years old in female-headed families 
were still below the low-income level in 1972. 

The proportion of members below the low- 
income level in white families declined from 40 
percent in 1959 to 27 percent in 1972. The 
proportion of related children below the low- 
income level in these families declined from 
65 percent in 1959 to 41 percent in L972. Among 
Negro family members the proportional decline 
was from 76 percent in 1959 to 58 percent in 
1972. About 70 percent of the children in Negro 
fema le- headed families were below the low- 
income level in 1972, a decline from 87 percent 
in 1959. 



Table 11. MEDIAN INCOME OF FAMILIES BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX OF HEAD: 1972, 1969, 

AND 1959 



Mn constant 1972 dollars) 



Ak*-'. SOX. {in (J race of huiid 


1 972 


1 969 


1 959 


1 nc rease 




i n c I'c n s c 


L969 lo 
1972 


1 95 9 t o 
1969 


1969 to 
197 2 


195 9 ti) 
1969 


MKDIAN FAMILY INCOMK 


















.?r>,3'l2 


.••5 ,G(vl 


.r.'l .3G7 


>.-322 


,297 


-5.7 


29.7 


Under 35 years 


3 ,6^17 


3 , 8G5 


2 , 55-; 


-2 18 


1,311 


-5 . G 


51 , 3 




5.7 15 


5 . GG7 


■1,116 


•18 


1 ,551 


0 . 8 


37.7 




7 ,013 


7 ,33G 


5 , 512 


-323 


1 ,82-» 


-'1 . .1 


33 . 1 




(3 ,379 


5 , 999 


^ , 7 HO 


380 


1,219 


6 . 3 


2 5. 5 


Vihi to t emalc heads 


(i . 2 1 3 


6 16 


5 ,076 


-203 


1 .3-10 


-3.2 


26, '1 




•I ,{)U8 


•1 ,229 


2 , 9(; () 


-221 


1 ,269 


-5.2 


•12, y 




6 ,:i'lH 


6 ,282 


'1 ,687 


2 66 


1 ,595 


•1 . 2 


3'1-. 0 




7 ,799 


S,017 


6 ,1G6 


-2'18 


1 .881 


-3. 1 


30.5 




G , 99R 


G , 589 


5 ,281 


-107 


1 ,308 


6.2 


24. H 




3 ,810 


3 .879 


2 ,'Ik;s 


-39 


1 ,391 


-1.0 


55, 9 




3 ,1-15 


3,315 


2 ,093 


-170 


1 ,222 


-5. I 


58. l 


35 to 't'l years 


■1 , 530 


.352 


2 ,706 


17K 


1 ,6'16 


•1 . 1 


60 . 8 




•\ .Of)/ 


<» . 52 (i 


2,821 


1 3 1 


1 ,705 


2. 9 


60.^1 




•I .372 


3,315 


2 ,337 


1 ,057 


978 


31. 9 


<U.8 


MKIMAN FOU FKM.\I,K AS 
















PKHL'KST OK TOTAL 


















V I I . 11 T) 


i lO , 95-1 


.•'.H . 1.21 


.i-,162 


•M ,a33 


1 . 5 


3'1.9 




5 .3-12 


5 .66-1 


'I ,367 


-322 


1 . ^97 


-5. 7 


29.7 




•»H. 1 


51 . 7 


v>:i . H 


CX) 


(X) 


CX) 


(X) 




1 1 . rvJ9 


1 1 ,3GK 


H ,-155 


181 


2,913 


1 . (> 


3-1 . 5 




6,213 


G ,116 


5,076 


-203 


1 .3-10 


-3.2 


26. <1 




53 . 8 


56. l 


60 . 0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




l> . SfS'l 


G,921 


't .535 


-57 


2 ,386 


-0. 8 


52 .6 




3 . H'\0 


3 ,879 


2 ,-188 


-39 


1 ,391 


-1.0 


55, 9 




55. 9 


56.0 


5^1. 9 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 



X Not appl i cable. 
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Table 12. SOURCE OF INCOME IN 1969 FOR FAMILIES HEADED BY A FEMALE, 

BY RACE OF HEAD 



Type cif liicomti 


All 


races 


White 


Neni'o 


Niriiibei* 
( thousands ) 


Med I a n 
1 ac<">iiie 
(dol In rs ) 


Numtjor 
( thnusaiids ) 


Med i a n 
( dol 1 a I'H ) 


Number 
( thousands) 


Med i a n 
1 iicoinu 
( dol 1 (1 rs ) 


All families with lemnlc heads.. 


5,515 


,M,9<3!) 


^, 115 


i}'.5,fi36 


1,33-1 


;l'»3,'l M 


^VJ th Tconie : 
















1 , fi 92 


5, J5a 


1, 192 


5,710 


■180 


•1 , A 59 




1 , ho: 


5,285 


1, 1 lf5 


5,559 


^166 


'1 ,'135 




2{.i 


, 79 \ 


21 


5,198 


■\ 


3, 105 


Waijo aiifl salary and .so I f einpioymeni . 


(iB 


8,270 


5'1 


8 , 537 


11 


6,861 


With earnings and other i cjomc 


2,GM 


(1,637 


2 , 08^1 


7,261 


502 


'1 , 287 




99-1 


2,3M 


B92 


2,^192 


290 


1 ,984 


Social securitv Income oiilv 


\m 


\ ,73'1 


131 


I , 73'1 


37 


1,733 


IHibllc assistance Income onl" 


339 


1,930 


1 6 1 


1,918 


172 


1 9«13 




89 


2, f)54 


72 


2,830 


15 


2 , O'l 5 


With social security nnd public 
















87 


1 , 990 


5-1 


1,977 


32 


2,003 


W i L h s tK- 1 a 1 s e«-; ti r i t y and other 














i ncomo 


230 


3,892 


217 


3,977 


12 


2,398 


With public aiwistnnce and other 
















•15 


2, -192 


28 


2, '190 


17 


2, 534 


With all three types of ottier 
















35 


3 , 5-1 0 


28 


3,658 


7 


3, 102 


Wl th no i ncmne 


2M 


CX) 


IA7 


(X) 


62 


(X) 



X Not applicable. 



Table 13. WORK EXPERIENCE OF FEMALE FAMILY HEADS DURING 1972 



( Numbe rs 1 n y housniuls) 



W<i r k e .K pe r i e ri c e in 1 97 2 


Number 


Percen t 


Al 1 races 


Wh 1 1 a 


Nt.-K ro 


All races 


Wh i t c 


NcK ro 




6 , 607 


'1 .672 


1 .822 


100. 


0 


100 


0 


100. 


0 


Worked duj'imj 1972 


3, 82-1 


2,791 


986 


57 


9 


59 


7 


5'K 


1 




3. 050 


2. 268 


752 


■16 


2 


.18 


3 


■11. 


3 




2,071 


l ,561 


'180 


31 


-1 


33 


•1 


26. 


3 




277 


212 


ni 


1 


2 


•1 


5 


3. 


3 


27 to 39 weeks 


220 


165 


55 


3 


3 


3 


5 


3. 


0 




•178 


319 


156 


7 


2 


6 


8 


8. 


G 




771 


533 


23-1 


1 1 


7 


11 


■1 


12. 


8 


50 to 52 weeks 


272 


186 


85 


'1 


1 


•1 


0 


1. 


7 


■10 to 19 weeks 


90 


69 


19 


1 


•1 


1 


5 


1 . 


0 




80 


58 


19 


1 


2 


1 




1. 


0 


1 to 26 weeks 


333 


220 


111 


5 


a 


1 


7 


6. 


1 




2 . 783 


1 ,881 


836 


•12 


1 


•10 


3 


'15. 


9 
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Table 14. FAMILIES WITH OWN CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD BY TYPE OF FAMILY, 
LABOR FORCE STATUS OF MOTHER, AND RACE: 1970 AND 1972 



(NuiTibo f.H in ilu»ur^ji luls ) 



Typi- {)l Uimily, labor loi'tf siuius 




70 






1 9 72 


Niiinbi'i* 
A'ilh I'jwn 
t'hi hlron 
iiticb'i' 18 
yi-'urs old 


nunibor ul" 
ch I Idron 
fx? r t ami I y 


.Sumbi-'i' 
■xi ih own 
chll(iri."n 
un<ler 18 
yvar> old 


nunibi-'r' of 
ch 1 1 droii 
per lamily 


lAI.L KAMI I.IKS 






















.f,,5..7 






2 .29 




25..182 






2.22 


Ntothei'S in labor loi-tii' 


U),2l() 






2.15 




10,35-1 






2.10 










(X) 




•10. 6 






(X) 


Molhoi's n<»t in lnl>or furco 


Ifi , 337 






2.37 




15, 128 






2.31 




2 , 92'i 






2.29 




3,598 






2 .20 




1 . 731 






2.0ii 




2 , 0«2 






1 .96 










( X ) 




57.3 






(X) 


M»»thors MO I iti labttr fort,-!.' 


1 , li)3 






2 .()3 




1 , 530 






2 .53 


vvjurK 






















23,2H5 






2.25 




23,219 






2. L9 




S , 9 70 






2 . 10 




9, 125 






2 . 06 




38 .5 






(X) 




39.3 






(X) 


Mothers not in itibm- torco 


1 '1 , 3 1 5 






2 , 3^1 




M, 09'1 






2.27 




1 , 99-1 






2 .06 




2,-113 






2.06 


MothL-rs in labor I'orco / • • ' 


1 ,237 






\ .88 




I , •! 70 






1.86 




62.0 






(X) 




(SO. 9 






(X) 


Molhors not in laboi' ffWco 


75 7 






2 .^•l 




9^13 






2.36 


NKGRO 






















2 , 00 1 






2 .67 




2,002 






2.54 




1 , 120 






2.51 




1 . lOG 






2.36 




5G .0 






CO 




55 . 2 






(X) 




S81 






2.87 




896 






2.76 




912 






1.77 




1 , I'M 






2.50 




•185 






2.. 18 




571. 






2.L8 




53,2 






(X) 




•19.9 






(X) 




•127 






3. 10 




573 






2.81 



X .Sot applicable. 
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Table 15. MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED FEMAlE FAMILY HEADS: 1973. 1970, 

AND 1960 



(Nvimbtit's In thousatuis) 











Increase 


Pei'cont increaJie 


Occupy t inn nn<J t'lxco 


J ii7:i 


3970 


19(}0 




1961) to 


1970 to 


19 GO to 




lit7('i I (> 










1973 


1 970 


1 973 


1970 




3 , 27 A 


2 , 9 1 G 


2,015 


358 


901 


12.3 


'M .7 


Prolossioiial , technical, nn(J klndrod 


















:i97 


37(1 


219 


2 I 


157 


5. G 


71.7 


Mniin^ci'S iinU (idnilnlsLi'nrors , except tnt'tn. 


1 (i'> 


139 




23 


37 


16. 5 


36.3 




M3 


159 


12G 


-U> 


33 


-10. 1 


26.2 




1,010 


873 


521 


IG7 


352 


19. l 


67. G 


Cr n 1' t a tno 11 a ml k I n tl i- od workers 


51 


91 


31 


-'10 


GO 


-1 «1 . 0 


(B) 


Op«»rntiv««s and transport equipment 


















•ISO 


-177 


3^19 


3 


128 


0 . r. 


36.7 


I.ahorers;, cxcupr farm 




35 


20 


-6 


15 


(li) 


<n) 




9 


12 


2'^ 


-3 


-12 


(13) 


(B) 


Karin luborors and farm foremen 


25 


1 5 


15 


10 






(B) 


Si?rvlcf and private hotJsoJjoIcJ workers.. 


939 


7-11 


008 


198 


133 


26. 7 


21 . 9 


Per Of at 


100. 0 


100. 0 


100. 0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Professional, technical, and kindred 


















12. \ 


12.9 


10.9 


( A ) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Manat:ers a nd admi 111 s t ra tors , except farm. 


A .9 


•1 . 8 


5 . 1 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


<X) 




\ . A 


5 . 5 


G .3 


(K) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




3 1 . S 


29 . 9 


25.9 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




1 . G 


3 . 1 


1 . 5 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


npu ra L i. vos and r. ransport equipment 


















I't . 7 


16 . '1 


17.3 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




\) , 9 


1 . 2 


1 . 0 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




0 . 3 


0. •! 


1 . 2 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




t), S 


0 . 5 


0. 7 


(X) 


(x; 


(X) 


(X) 


Service anci private houstihold workurs, . 


28 . / 


2.5 . '1 


3 0.2 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 




„ 2,-139 


2,231 


1 , 58-1 


208 


6*17 


9.3 


'10.8 


ProfoHS tonal , technical, and kindred 


















311 


312 


195 


-1 


117 


-0.3 


60.0 


Manafjcrs and admj itis t ra tors , except farm. 


I'M 


127 


97 


17 


30 


13, A 


30. 9 




13fi 


I'M 


119 


-8 


25 


-5. G 


21.0 




851 


750 


'I 87 


101 


2G3 


13 . 5 


54.0 




A 2 


77 


27 


-35 


50 


-15.5 


(B) 


Operatives and transport er|Uipmont 


















373 


• r r 

jG.i 




a 


80 


2. 2 


28. 1 




2-1 


25 


1 5 


-1 


10 


(B) 


(B) 






1 1 


19 


_ 2 


-8 


(G) 


(B) 




10 




5 


3 


2 


(B) 


(B) 


Sei'vlce t\i\(\ private hf)Visehcild ■At>rkei*s. . 


5'1 1 


-1 13 


33 5 


128 


78 


31.0 


23.3 




7KR 


65-1 


'131 


13-1 


223 


20.5 


51.7 


Professional, reclnilcal, and kindred 


















81 


59 


2'1 


22 


35 


(D) 


(B) 


.Mana^ors and administrators, except farm. 








7 


6 


(D) 


(B) 




8 


lA 




-6 


7 


(B) 


(n) 




173 


IM 


3-1 


59 


80 


51.8 


(B) 




8 


12 


A 


-4 


8 


(B) 


(B) 


Operatives and transport equipment 


















106 


106 


6'1 




•12 




(B) 




A 


10 


5 


-6 




(B) 


(B) 






1 


5 


-1 


--1 


(0) 


(B) 




10 


8 


10 


2 


-2 


(B) 


(B) 


Service and private housenoid workers.. 


381 


319 


27? 


63 


'16 


19. '1 


16.8 



- K e p r o s en t s z e ro . 

B Base less than 75,000. 

X Not applicable. 



ERIC 
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Table 16. PERCENT OF PERSONS BELOW THE LOW-INCOME LEVEL IN FAMILIES WITH 
FEMALE HEADS, BY FAMILY STATUS AND RACE: 1972, 1969, AND 1959 



Kumlly status aiul rnc 






1972 


19G9 


19 59 




Clum^e 




1969 to 
1972 


1959 to 

1 9r>9 


All persons In fjunlllos with 




heads . . 


38 


') 


38 


2 


•Uj 


I 




- 


-11 


. 2 








>)2 


7 


32 


7 


•1 2 


G 






-9 


. 9 


It 1.* 1 n t (.* (i children « jkIo r IS y o ti vh . 








I 




I 


72 


2 


-1 


3 


-17 


,8 








17 


0 


17 




21 


0 


\ "0 


5 


. -G 


,5 


Persons In famlllev wltn white 


fi.mn "le 


heads . . 


27 


I 


29 


1 


•10 


2 


-1 


7 


-11 


, I 


Utj.Kl 






lil 


3 


2r» 




3-1 


K 


-1 


•1 


-9 




Koliitud ohilflmn umlcr ytjors.... 






•11 


1 


■in 




6-1 


G 


- I 


1 


-19 


.'1 








10 


[} 


12 


I 


L / 


9 


-2 


2 


-5 


.5 


Persons In t'Rmllics ^ith N'-^-j^ro 


1 vmi\ 1 c 


heads . . 


fiH 


1 


f)? 


8 


75 


(1 


0 


3 


-17 


.8 










3 


53 


L 


72 


0 


0 


2 


-18 


.9 


llolatod chlUlron un<icr 18 vi-'Jirs.... 






fiy 


5 


67 


(5 


HG 


5 




9 


-18 


.9 








33 


\ 


31 


5 


50 


7 


I 




-16 


. 2 



- Kopres'^nts zero. 



f 
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V. HOUSING 



The economic conditions under which people- 
live generally dictate their ability to own or rent 
their living quarters. About one- ha If of all 
female family heads owned (or were in the 
process of buying) their own homes in 1970 and 
about one-half rented their living quarters, 'i/hese 
proportions have not changed significantly since 
I960, In 1970, younger female heads (under 45 
years old) were less likely to be homo owners 
(33 percent) than their older counterparts, 64 
percent of whom were owners. A much larger 
proportion of the older women than of the younger 
women were widows. 

Among white families m 1970, 56 percent of 
the female heads were owners with AO percent 
of those under "^5 years old being owners and 68 
percent of those -15 years or older. Only about 
30 percent of all N'egro female heads owned their 
homes, I.s> percent of those under 45, and 4b per- 
cent of those 45 years or older. The distribution 
of owners and renters for both whites and Negroes 
remained essentially unchanged between 1960 and 
1970. 



For those families with a female head in 1970 
who rented their homes, the amount of rent paid 
relative to the income level of these families was 
much higher for families below the low- income 
level than for families above the low-income level. 
About 62 percent of all renter families headed 
by a woman had incomes above the low-income 
level. Forty-five percent of these families paid 
less than 20 percent of their total incomes for 
rent. But, among those families whose incomes 
were below the low-income level 5 percent paid 
less than 20 percent of their incomes for rem, 
whereas 75 percent paid 35 percent or more for 
housing. This inverse relationship between in- 
come level and rent-income ratio hoids for both 
white and Negro renter families, with a higher 
proportion of white low-income families (81 per- 
cent) paying 35 percent or more of their incomes 
for rent than Negro low-income families (69 
percent). However, 54 percent of the Negro renter 
families were Inw-income families whereas only 
30 percent of the white renters were low-income 
fa milies. 
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Table 17. TENURE OF FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS BY RACE AND AGE OF HEAD: 

1970 AND 1960 



( Niiitibors 1 n L lions ji tkIh ) 



Al I t fma l»; ln;mls . 



I'orceni uwik-i 



Heine 



Undo r ir> yon rs old . 
U'AHor . . 

lU'Uter 



I .*> y c- i 1 r :•, il .-j c- r . . 



P.. J . on? ..'Atior . . . 



lUMUOf 

L'ndor ir> yc?ars old 
Per con I mnor. 



Ow no I* . . 

Kcntur 

'1 5 yea i-s a nd ovc r . 
Percent owner*. 



Router , 



NcK'*o fem;ilc heads. 



Percent owner. 



Renter. 



Under '1 5 years old. 

Owner 

Percent owner . . 
Keiitur 



•ir> vcDVs ,'ii)d over, . - 



P( J r r ♦■> n I V. -vn e i* . 







I ncr(? 


ISO 


Porceiil 


I ncroase 














liiVi) 


mno 












"■ — 





1970 


19<i0 


(a 1970 








1 ,319 




.'1.4 




2 , 1 53 












5 1 3 




\ \ ) 
















tJG . 3 


u , 'vi li 


1 ,(507 




93 fi 




58. 2 


s:iH 


51^1 




321 




63 . t) 


n.'i . 0 


32 . 0 




(X) 




(X) 


1 .70(5 


1 , 092 




fi M 




5(i.2 








3H 1 






1 , 


I , G39 




253 




1.5.4 


(.i.'i . 7 


(>3 . 3 




(.\) 




(X) 


1 , 079 


951 




.128 




13. 5 


•1,115 


3,30(i 




809 




24 . 5 




1 ,K7S 




'1 28 




22 . U 




tiG . K 




(.X) 






1 's09 






38 1 




26 . 7 


1.711 


1, I'M 




577 




50. n 


(577 


'\ 3fi 




2.1 1 




55.3 


39. G 


38. '1 




(.\) 




(X) 


1 , 030 


(i98 




rrjfi 




48. 1 


2 , ^1 CVl 


2,172 




23'. 




10.7 


1 , 629 


1 ,-M3 




18G 




12.0 


G7.K 


66 . A 




(X) 




(X> 


776 


730 




4 6 




6.3 


1 , 33-1 


890 




444 




49.9 


3f-'t) 


274 




122 




44 . 5 


. 7 


30.8 




(X ) 




(X) 


937 


(j 10 




321 




52 . 1 


795 


'173 




322 




68. 1 


1-19 


78 




71 




91.0 


IS. 7 


IG. 5 




(X) 




(X) 


B4 6 


39-1 




252 




64 .0 


539 


4 18 




121 




2a. 9 


2'18 


19(i 




52 




26.5 


*1 6 . 0 


4 6.9 




(X) 




(X) 


292 


222 




70 




31.5 



X Sol applicable. 



erJc 
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Table 18. GROSS RENT-INCOME RATIO FOR FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEADS IN RENTER 
OCCUPIED UNITS BY LOW-INCOME STATUS AND RACE OF HEAD: 1970 



(Niimhers in t hoiisands) 



I income level ami reii t - niei tiiie ralln 
- - - 


A I 1 races 

- - 


Wh I to 


NcK ro 

— 


1 0 c « mi o a h tn*o I - I n c r^me 1 v e I 




1 ,127 


379 


('. rciss reii t - i ncome ra t I o : 












(i90 


503 


17 9 




262 


190 


G9 




32[i 


2-12 


78 




2.19 


192 


53 






•1H2 


'ISO 


(i 1*' 'Sy I'i* n I ■■ I Mci'ini(.' 1*3 L I o * 












•19 




15 


31 




30 




19 


31 




137 




75 




709 


388 


310 


PKHC KNT 1) 1 STii I WY 1 ON 












100. 0 


100 


,0 


100.0 


Gross rent -income ratio: 












15 'i 


'M 


, 6 


•17,2 




17 2 


16 


,9 


18.2 




21 .2 


21 


, 5 


20.6 




1G.3 


17 


.0 


I'l.O 




100,0 


100 


, 0 


100.0 


drosj' rent- income ratio: 












5.2 


3 


. 1 


7,6 




5.3 


3 


. 9 


6,9 




1-1 . 5 


12 


. 7 


16,7 




75,0 


HO 


. 5 


68,9 
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VI. PRIMARY INDIVIDUALS AND SUBFAMILIES 



Thus far, this report has dealt exclusively 
with women who head families, however, a great 
many women in the United States head house- 
hold's but have no relatives living with them. 
In 1S^73, there were a'jout 8.9 million of these 
female primary individuals, nine of every ten 
of whom maintained their own homes while living 
entirely alone. Between I960 and 1970, the pro- 
portional increase for this group was more than 
twice that for all household heads and sub- 
stantially higher than for all household heads 
between 1970 and 1973. These women repre- 
sented about 9 percent of houseiiuld heads in 
1^)60 and 13 percent of all household heads in 
1*973. More than one-half of the female primary 
individuals were elderly (65 years old and over) 



and about 61 percent were widowed and 22 percent 
had never married. 

Another classification into which some women 
fall is that of a subfamily head. Subfamilies ar.' 
defined as a married couple with or without 
children, or one parent with one or hiore single 
children under 18 years old, living in a household 
and related to, but not including the head of the 
household or his wife. The numlx^r of subfamilies 
is not included in the number of families. A 
larger proportion' of a 11 subfamilies are accounted 
for by female-headed subfamilies than in the past. 
The proportion of female- headed subfamilies to a 11 
subfamilies increased from 35 percent in 1,960 
to 46 percent in 1 973. 



Table 19. FEMALE PRIMARY INDIVIDUALS AS PROPORTION OF ALL HOUSEHOLD HEADS BY 

AGE AND RACE: 1973. 1970, AND 1960 



( Niunhc rs i n t hrmsnnds ) 







1970 


19(50 


\ \\v ri.-a.su 


Put'ctnL itK'rouHc 


1970 to 
1973 


I9ii0 Ln 
1970 


1970 Lo 
1973 


I9r)0 It) 

1970 




r,8,:ir>l 


ri73 


r>2 ,809 


■1 ,(i7S 


10, 7fM 


7.-I 


20 . 'I 


Feni;il»' priiiinry i net i v i 1 s 


s , sr>s 


7, HOI 


-1 , 979 


1 .Of) 7 


2 ,H22 


1 3 , fj 


56 . 7 






12.3 


9 . '1 


(.\) 


(.\) 


(.X) 


(.X) 






7, ITii) 


■I , 13(1 


I , 0K9 


2,711 


15 .2 


(U . 2 


Pt.TC(_T. t t}( toninlc pritnarv 


















93.it 


91.7 


S9 . I 


(X) 


(.X) 


(.X) 


(X) 








■17, 7.=^9 


3. 9') 5 


H , 90^1 


7,0 


18. r, 






, 9H0 


■1,1 73 


921 


2 , fit) 7 


13.2 


r>(5 , 0 




Ki.O 


V2 . :i 


9 . ■I 


( .\) 


(.X) 


(.X) 


(X) 




( NA ) 




•1,015 


( NA ) 


2, 110 


(NA) 


60 . 0 


IV rt-on L o f femii 1 c p r i mn fv 


















(NA) 


92.0 


K9.S 


( NA ) 


(.X) 


(.S-A) 


(X) 




, SO 9 


G,2}0 


:),U50 


r)n9 


I , I 90 


9. I 


23. G 




H79 


7()1 




1 lij 


2.'>S 


Ifi.l 


rw . 0 




12 


12 .2 


10. u 


(.\) 


(.X) 


(.X) 


(X) 




( NA ) 


(S7,'S 


12 1 


( NA ) 


251 


(NA) 


60. 3 




















( NA ) 


HH . 3 


rt3 . 2 


( NA ) 


(.X) 


( NA ) 


(X) 



.S.A So t n vo i 1 a I) I o . 
X Not nppl i cnbl e. 
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Table 20. CHARACTERISTICS OF FEMAL E PRIMARY INDIVIDUALS: MARCH 1973 



( Numbers in thousands ) 



Rnco nnd tnni'ilul nUitus 


Total 


I A 


to 


25 to 


35 to 


55 to 


65 years 







2 A 




3*1 


5*1 


6 'I 


0 n d ovG 1* 


















Total 


8 , 85U 




6 If) 


f»82 


I , 2G9 


1 82 1 


•I , 568 


Wh i 1 0 


7 , 9(J 1 




r»'i2 


•183 


1 , O'M 


1 593 


A 238 




878 




60 


82 


210 


208 


317 




77 


\ 


13 


17 


15 


20 


13 


.Marital iatatus 


















8,85*) 




615 


582 


1 , 2(^9 


1 , 82 1 


•1,508 




.'■)17 




•16 


5-; 


165 


129 


123 




ry , '12 3 




3 


10 


3-U 


1,191 


3,878 




1 ,002 




29 


85 


•130 


282 


176 




1 ,9I<1 




537 


135 


333 


219 


392 


PKIICKNT 1) 1 STH 1 lilTF I ON 
















Race 
















To tal 


100 ,0 




1(10 . 0 


1 00 . 0 


100 . 0 


100 .0 


100. 0 




89 , 2 




.88 . 1 


R3 . 0 


82 . 3 


87 . 5 


92 . 8 




9 . 9 




9 . 8 


I'l . 1 


16.5 


1 1 . •! 


6 . 9 




0.9 




2 . 1 


2 . 9 


1.2 


1. 1 


0.3 


.Marital Status 


















100.(1 




100.0 


100.0 


100 . 0 


100.0 


100.0 




.'■).8 




7.5 


9.3 


13.0 


7.1 


2.7 




61.2 




0.5 


1 . 7 


26.9 


65.4 


8-1.9 




11.3 




-1.7 


I'l.e 


33.9 


15.5 


3.9 




21.6 




87. 3 


/•I . 7 


26.2 


12.0 


8.G 
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Table 21. SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF SUBFAMILIES HEADED BY A FEMALE: 1973, 1970, 

AND 1960 



fS'\imlM}i*s In I hokisands ) 











Increase 


Porconl increase 


Subjt.'cl 


lH7;i 


1971) 


19(UI 


1970 to 


191)0 tti 


1 970 to 


to 










19 73 


1970 


19 73 


19 70 


Total suo t ami I i I'S 


1 , 'JftO 


1 , 1 51 ) 


1 ,511 


- - 

10(i 


-3f51 




U 7 


-23 ,9 


Sublaml I ifs with Ic'inuli' licatLs 






52H 


90 


-15 


18. (i 


-8.5 


IVrrtjnt nf all sub Tain i 1 1 <■«; 




12 


:i \ . i) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


(X) 


Marl till status «il ft-'tnalc suljtamlly lu.nHs: 
















Ma I' ri Oft, spnust' .'ibs<'nJ 






30 1 


-2(5 


-20 


-9.2 


-G.O 




IH'J 


liMt 


IKH 


-H 




-I .2 


1 .1 




7(5 


91 


1 l(i 


-18 


-22 


- 1 . ] 


-19. t) 




:w 


:iH 


■17 








\ 11 ) 




1 7.1 


1 r)2 


1 77 


'I'j 


-25 


1 •! . 5 


-I'l . I 


S Ian le 


1 0.') 


M 


- 


89 


- 


(lU 


- 


A^t:' of ( t'Rut 1 <' s\ib (':tfn M y ht'atfs : 




















13 


•in 


32 


-3 


(ID 


(B) 






I *0 


1 3^1 


M 


3G 


8.2 


26 .9 






1 •! -1 


I H(i 


35 


-12 


2^1 . 3 


-22.6 






77 


122 


(i 


-15 


7.8 


-36.9 






'18 


3U 


5 


9 


<\<> 


(B) 






1 


1 


-1 




in) 


(B) 




1 . f.n 


1 , ^ 


( NA ) 


rvM 


(NA) 


(X) 


(NA) 






S(j(S 


( NA ) 


5G 


( NA ) 


(5.5 


( NA ) 


SiiJ)faml I '.OS wiilt l umalo heiuls;. ..... 


3r)G 


332 


( NA ) 


2 1 


( NA ) 


7.2 


( NA ) 


PorcL'tit of all snbf airii 1. i cs 


'AH . () 


3H .3 


( NA ) 


(X) 


( NA ) 


(X) 


(NA) 


Vhiri tal status of fuirialt* snbfami ly heads : 


















J.5R 


H-7 


(NA) 


-U 


(NA ) 


-6.6 


( NA ) 




>ur> 


93 


( NA ) 


13 


( NA ) 


11 .0 


(NA) 




5(1 


7-1 


(NA) 


-2^l 


(NA) 


III) 


(NA) 




'21 


31 


(NA) 




( NA ) 


\li f 


( NA ) 




IJ.'i 


132 


( NA ) 


11 


(NA) 


8.3 


(NA) 


Si n^lo . . 




7 


/ "A ) 


25 


( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 


A^u t)f I cmalo subfami ly hoiuis : 


















•19 


2 7 


( NA ) 


22 


( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 




119 


1 20 


( NA ) 


-1 


( NA ) 


-0.8 


(NA) 




1 10 


1 05 


( NA ) 


5 


(NA) 


•I .8 


(NA) 




-M 


5 ] 


( NA ) 


-7 


{ NA ) 


(H) 


(NA) 




li 


28 


( NA ) 


5 


( NA ) 


(H) 


(NA) 






I 


( NA ) 


-1 


(NA) 


(ID 


(NA> 


Avt'rauL* number of own uhlldi'on undtT IS. 


1 . -18 


i . <i I. 


( NA ) 


(X) 


( NA ) 


(X) 


(NA) 




li\ I 


2fiN 


< NA ) 


•13 


( NA ) 


16.0 


(NA) 


SiJbf ami lies witb female heads 


213 


MS 


( NA ) 




( NA ) 


d3.9 


(NAJ 


Merecnt of all sul)f am i 1 ics 


f.)S . fj 




; 


(X) 


(NA) 


(X) 


(NA) 


Mnritul status of female subfamily ht'ads: 
















Marrioff, sjmuse absent 


ino 


11. 1 


(NA) 


-11 


( NA ) 


-12.3 


(NA) 




7« 


95 


(.NA) 


-19 


( NA ) 


-20.0 


(NA) 


Other 


2 1 


1 9 


( NA ) 




( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 




M 


7 


(NA) 


7 


( NA ) 




(NA) 




28 


'AO 


(NA) 


8 


( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 












( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 


Ane of female subfamily h«.'ads ; 


















25 


U\ 


{ NA ) 




(NA) 


(B) 


(NA) 






50 


( NA ) 


M 


( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 






3H 


(N-^ ) 


26 


(.NA) 




(NA) 




:m 


2G 


( NA ) 


12 


( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 




20 


IK 


( NA ) 




( NA ) 


(B) 


( NA ) 








(NA) 




( NA ) 


(B) 


(NA) 


Average number of own cb i Ulren under l H . 


1 .H6 


I .HS 


(NA) 


(X) 


( NA ) 


(X) 


(NA) 



- Ue pros en t s /. e r o . 

n Base less than 75,000. 

NA Not avn i lable. 

X No t aopl i c ab I c . 
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